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Remembering Clean Water Heroes: Founding Clean Water Board member Peter Lockwood died in 2017. His determination, his passion 
for water and politics, strategic insight, keen legal and financial mind, and razor-sharp sense of humor all came together in Peter’s many 
years of Board service to leave a lasting mark on our organization and on the movement to protect clean water. Clean Water Action’s founder 
David Zwick died early in 2018. Ralph Nader wrote recently, “More than any other American, David Zwick with all his talents, stamina and 
character put more forces in motion and organized more grassroots power... for clean water nationwide.” He was a “civic hero” who recruited, 

trained, mentored and inspired thousands of people to leadership and action, leaving a vibrant legacy of powerful laws such as the groundbreaking Clean Water 
and Safe Drinking Water Acts, and a strong network of friends, colleagues and allies who will continue his work. 

CLEAN WATER ACTION’s mission is to protect our environment, health, 
economic well-being and community quality of life.

Clean Water Action organizes strong grassroots groups and coalitions, and 
campaigns to elect environmental candidates and to solve environmental and 
community problems.

JOIN US! Together we’re making a difference for Clean Water:
• Take action to protect drinking water and clean up polluted waterways;
• Get health-harming toxics out of everyday products;
• Protect our water from dirty energy threats — drilling and fracking for 

oil and gas, and power plant pollution;
• Build a future of clean water and clean energy;
• Keep our clean water laws strong and effective to protect water and health.
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Clean Water in the Crosshairs
2017 brought unprecedented assaults on longstanding protections for clean water and a 
healthy environment. The incoming Trump Administration and polluter-friendly Congress set 
a record pace of attacks on environmental safeguards — more than one attempted rollback 
per week throughout the entire year. Clean water was — and remains — in the crosshairs, often 
front and center in the worst anti-environment actions. Clean Water Action, its members and 
allies, are on the front lines, as levels of public outrage and engagement continue to increase.

Clean Water Action stepped up its efforts to help this resistance grow quickly, while continuing 
the organization’s long-term grassroots strategy to build power from the state and community 
levels. As a result, even this most challenging year brought many signs of hope — heartening 
victories and progress, highlights of which are featured in this Annual Report. Gifts, grants 
and ongoing pledges of support from Clean Water members and supporters made a critical 
difference in the most heated battles to defend past victories and grow our clean water 
movement for the long run.

BUILDING OUR MOVEMENT: Clean Water Action members and supporters responded 
powerfully to the many urgent calls to action, sending nearly 200,000 hand-written letters and 
e-mails to public officials in 2017. Tens of thousands more amplified that impact, sharing Clean 
Water Action’s information on social media, making phone calls to public officials, signing 
petitions and letters of support, volunteering and turning out for meetings, marches and other 
public events. Many turned out in record numbers for “town halls” and traveled to marches in 
Washington, DC and state capitals to make their voices heard and to demand leadership from 
their Senators and Representatives. This democratic exercise of people power matters greatly.

continued on next page

ATTACKS on 
CLEAN WATER 
& PUBLIC HEALTH

THE STATE OF

COMPLETED REPEALS
The Stream Protection Rule. This Rule provided safeguards for drinking water supplies 
for communities near coal mining. Coal companies didn’t like the rule so Congress repealed 
this modest protection and was one of the first bills signed by President Trump.

The Toxic Water Rule. This would have required coal-fired power plants to limit toxic 
wastewater dumped directly into our lakes and rivers. Before the Toxic Water Rule was finalized 
in 2015, power plants were able to spew unlimited heavy metals and other chemicals into our     

    lakes and rivers, polluting water and making fish unsafe to eat.

budgets and other attacks
Budgets. In Spring 2017 the Trump administration proposed massive cuts to EPA. These cuts would 
have devastated the agency and hampered efforts to protect clean water and public health. Though 
Congress rejected Trump’s proposed 30% cut, bills from Congress include deep reductions to EPA’s budget.

KXL and DAPL. These pipeline projects will increase our addiction to oil and gas, set 
climate action back by years, and put sources of drinking water at risk. But, in another 
giveaway to the fossil fuel industry, President Trump jeopardized the health and water of 
communities in the pipelines’ path by approving them.

Limiting Public Input. Republican leaders in Congress are using the appropriations bills to let 
Scott Pruitt ignore the law and public comment while he tries to repeal the Clean Water Rule. The 
Administrative Procedures Act requires agencies like EPA to submit proposed rules to the public for 
comment. This dirty rider would let EPA skip the public comment and other requirements of the law, 

allowing Scott Pruitt to repeal protections for drinking water in secret.

Paris Climate Agreement. President Trump announced in June that he intends pull the United 
States out of the Paris Climate Agreement, giving up our leadership on climate action and 
hurting the clean energy industry in the US.

Engaging in Propaganda. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt appeared in a video for a 
special interest lobby group, the National Cattleman’s Beef Association. The video urged 
people to support EPA’s repeal of the Clean Water Rule using industry talking points and 
misinformation.

REPEALS IN THE WORKS
The Clean Water Rule. In February 2017 President Trump ordered EPA to review the Clean 
Water Rule. In June, EPA administrator Scott Pruitt officially proposed repealing protections for 
streams, wetlands, and drinking water for more than 1 in 3 Americans. Clean Water Action and 
our allies mobilized nearly 550,000 public comments against this reckless proposal.

The Clean Power Plan. The Clean Power Plan is the most significant action the US has taken on 
climate, reducing pollution from power plants by 32% by 2030. The Clean Power Plan also benefits 
health and the economy — fewer heart and lung illnesses, fewer missed days of 
school, and the creation of hundreds of thousands of clean energy jobs. Climate change 
is water change, impacting the quality and quantity of water across the globe, and 
fueling extreme weather, floods and fires.

Offshore Drilling. Trump’s Department of the Interior, and Secretary Ryan Zinke, have 
proposed opening nearly all US coastal waters to oil drilling. This plan puts coastal communities  
and their tourism and fishing industries at risk. It increases our addiction to fossil fuels and 
hurts our climate.

Year 2 will be more of the same from this dirty Administration and Congress. We’re going to 
see more attacks on commonsense protections for our water, air, and health. There will be 
more handouts to the fossil fuel industry and more giveaways to special interests.

We’re fighting back. And you can too. Visit cleanwater.org/actnow to learn more about 
how you can get involved.

The first year of the Trump administration was full of dangerous 
attacks on our water, communities and health. 

This Administration and Congressional 
Republicans seem determined to turn the 
clock back to a time before landmark laws 
like the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act protected 
our natural resources and health.

Here are some of the most brazen attacks on clean water 
and public health in Year 1 of the Trump administration:

EPAEPA



Building for a Green Wave? 

FIGHTING IN THE COURTS: Legal action to protect clean water has always been a modest 
but effective part of Clean Water Action’s strategy. But in 2017, Clean Water Action’s litigation 
became indispensable as a tool for countering the Trump Administration’s often-flagrant 
disregard for the rule of law. Clean Water Action took leading roles in a half-dozen cases 
challenging the worst of their actions, fighting to protect and defend clean water, holding 
officials accountable to the law, and making sure those laws are enforced.

LEADING ON WATER: Clean Water Action’s hard-earned technical 
and policy expertise on water gives the organization a unique 
and invaluable role documenting, explaining and exposing the 
biggest threats. The Clean Water research team continued to author 
cutting edge reports documenting how people’s water and health 
are threatened by polluters’ abusive practices, and produced fact 
sheets and action alerts on anti-environment rollbacks and other 
policy proposals coming out of Congress, federal agencies newly 
aligned with polluter interests, and in the states. Clean Water Action 
also stepped up its tracking of Dirty Water votes in Congress — and also some noteworthy 
leadership on clean water — and produced regularly updated scorecards for voters and the 
public. In each case, Clean Water Action worked to shine a light on the scientific facts, on 
political and policy developments, and on the key players and decision points where people’s 
involvement could make a winning difference. Clean Water Action’s grassroots organizing and 
campaign capacity in key states and districts, ability to organize and work with diverse allies 
and coalitions — and special focus on water and drinking water — remain critically important 
for the broader environmental movement’s defense strategy in 2018 and beyond.

Clean Water in the Crosshairs, continuedElections have consequences. 
That’s why Clean Water Action 
has been working to educate, 
organize and turn out more “clean 
water voters.” In 2017, candidates 
who earned Clean Water Action 
endorsements based on their 
records and commitments on 
key water and health issues 
won big. In Virginia, wins by Gov. 

Ralph Northam and 
Northern Virginia state 
legislative champion, 
Del. Kathleen Murphy, 
handily reelected 
in District 34 signal 
people’s eagerness to 
elevate clean water 
concerns at the polls, 
given information 
they can trust. In 
New Jersey, Gov. Phil 
Murphy’s election led 
to Clean Water Action’s 

appointment on the influential 
Energy and Environment transition 
team. The environmental stakes 
will be even higher in 2018.

Note: Consistent with its 501(c)(3) 
tax status, Clean Water Fund neither 
endorses candidates nor advocates for 
or against their election.

KEY: “+” = pro-environment vote; “–” =  anti-environment vote; “?” = did not vote.

STATE 

District / Name / Party

LNG 
Exports
H.R. 351

Keystone 
Pipeline

S. 1

Blocking 
Clean Water 

Protections
H.R. 1732  

Fast 
Tracking 

Trade 
Agreements

H.R. 1314

Oil & Gas 
Drilling  
on Public 

Lands

Oil & Gas 
Subsidies 
on Public 

Lands

Blocking 
Stream 

Protections

Weakening 
Coal Ash 

Protections
H.R. 458

Delaying 
Health 

and 
Environmental 

Protections
H.R. 427

Lifting 
Oil Export 

Ban
H.R. 702

Clean Air 
& Carbon 
Pollution
S.J. Res. 23

Clean Air 
& Carbon 
Pollution
S.J. Res. 24

Accelerating 

Fossil Fuel 
Use
H.R. 8

Clean 
Water & 
Energy, 

Protecting 
Wildlife
H.R. 5055

Hydraulic 
Fracturing 

Air 
Pollution

SCORE

CALIFORNIA

1 LaMalfa
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – + – 7%

2 Huffman
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

3 Garamendi
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

4 McClintock
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

5 Thompson
D + + + ? + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

6 Matsui
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

7 Bera
D – + + – + + + +

+ + + + + + + 87%

8 Cook
R – – – + – – – –

– – – – – – – 7%

9 McNerney
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

10 Denham
R – – – – – + – –

– – – – – – – 7%

11 DeSaulnier
D ? + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

12 Pelosi
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

13 Lee
D ? ? + + + + + +

? + + + + + + 100%

14 Speier
D + + + ? + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

15 Swalwell
D + + – + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 93%

16 Costa
D – – – – + + – –

+ – + + – – – 33%

17 Honda
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

18 Eshoo
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

19 Lofgren
D + + + + ? – ? +

+ + + + + + + 92%

20 Farr
D + + + – + + + +

+ + + + + + ? 93%

21 Valadao
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

22 Nunes
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

23 McCarthy
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

24 Capps
D + + ? + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

25 Knight
R – – – – – – – –

– ? – – – – – 0%

26 Brownley
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

27 Chu
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

28 Schiff
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

29 Cárdenas
D – + + – + – + +

+ – + + + ? ? 69%

30 Sherman
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

31 Aguilar
D – + + + + + + +

+ + + + ? + + 93%

32 Napolitano
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

33 Lieu
D ? + ? + + + + +

? + + + + + ? 100%

34 Becerra
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

35 Torres
D – + – + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 87%

36 Ruiz
D + ? ? + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

37 Bass
D + + + + + + + ?

? ? + + + + + 100%

38 Sánchez, Linda D + + + + + + + +
+ + + + + + ? 100%

39 Royce
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

40 Roybal-Allard D + + + + + + + +
+ + + + + + + 100%

41 Takano
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

42 Calvert
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

43 Waters
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + ? 100%

44 Hahn
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + ? 100%

45 Walters
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – ? 0%

46 Sanchez, Loretta D + ? + + + + + +
? + + + ? + ? 100%

47 Lowenthal
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

48 Rohrabacher R ? – – + – – – –
– – – – – – – 7%

49 Issa
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

50 Hunter
R – – – + – – – –

– – – – – – – 7%

51 Vargas
D + + + ? + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

52 Peters
D – + + – + + + +

+ + + + + + + 87%

53 Davis
D + + + – + + + +

+ + + + + + + 93%

COLORADO

1 DeGette
D + + + + + + + +

+ + + + + + + 100%

2 Polis
D + + + – + + + +

+ + + + + + + 93%

3 Tipton
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

4 Buck
R – – – + – – – –

– – – – – + – 7%

5 Lamborn
R – – – ? – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

6 Coffman
R – – – – – – – –

– – – – – – – 0%

7 Perlmutter
D ? + + + + + + –

+ – + + + + + 86%

2015–2016 U.S. HOUSE SCORECARD

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVESCORECARD  for the 114th CongressCommonsense public health and environmental protections have been under attack by 

anti-environment, anti-regulation Congresses since 2011. The latest session of Congress has 

been no exception. Led by House Speaker Paul Ryan, the House of Representatives has voted 

far too many times to weaken and undermine fundamental protections and stop progress 

on major issues like climate change. The Senate, under the leadership of Majority Leader 

McConnell has been no better. Clean Water Action tracks key votes and compiles this Scorecard to help members and others 

assess the votes of U.S. Representatives and Senators on policies related to clean water, 

clean air, public health, climate change, and energy production. 
So much is at stake in the 2016 election. It is vital that we hold elected officials accountable 

for the attacks on clean water, inaction on climate change, and defending polluters bottom-

lines instead of the health of their constituents.SCORING: Clean Water Action tallied 15 U.S. House votes and 13 U.S. Senate votes for 

each Representative and Senator in Clean Water Action states. Due to the historic hostility 

to environmental protections of the 114th Congress, “NO” was the pro-environment 

vote for many bills in both the House or Representatives and Senate. For a perfect 100, a 

Representative would need to have voted correctly on all votes for which they were present.



The reverberations from high profile crises such as those in Flint, Michigan (lead in drinking water), 
Lake Erie (cyanotoxin contamination) and West Virginia’s Elk River (chemical tank spill) continue 
to spotlight the need for action. Clean Water Action is also front and center in efforts to keep 
commonsense protections from being weakened or repealed.

Whether seeking improvements aimed at Putting Drinking Water First or fighting to keep laws such 
as the Clean Water Act strong and effective, Clean Water Action’s programs continue to focus on 
bringing more environmental, health and community voices to bear in all the arenas where clean 
water and drinking water are at stake: decisions on how energy is produced and transported, how 
food is grown, how infrastructure is managed, where chemical facilities are sited, where and how development takes 
place, and more. When drinking water protection becomes a primary consideration — not an afterthought — solutions 
that reduce and prevent pollution become even more important. This is central to Clean Water Action’s approach for 
tackling longstanding older problems and new or emerging challenges.

Promoting clean water, from watershed to water tap.
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▶ Defending the Clean Water Rule: Clean Water 
Action’s Philadelphia team delivers thousands of 
letters and postcards, including more than 2300 
from Clean Water Action members, to EPA’s Region 
3 Philadelphia office. Clean Water Action and allies 
mobilized people across the country to submit 
more than 500,000 comments opposing the EPA’s 
Dirty Water plans to roll back the rule protecting 
wetlands, streams and drinking water for one in 
three Americans.



Two of Clean Water Action’s biggest recent accomplishments 
to protect water — adoption of the Clean Water Rule protecting 
smaller streams, wetlands and drinking water sources — and 
new federal limits on toxic water pollution discharged by coal-
burning power plants, faced numerous rollback attempts in 
2017 and beyond. Clean Water Action continues its vigorous 
defense of these hard-fought protections and its leadership of 
forward-looking collaboratives such as the Clean Water for All 
Coalition.
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▶ Putting Drinking Water First  
white paper, published by 
Clean Water Action in 2017, 
defines a commonsense 
approach for clean, healthy 
water: make drinking water a 
priority, not an afterthought, 
and manage development, 
agriculture and industrial 
activity accordingly.

Clean Drinking Water Starts at Home — and at the Source 

Flint, Michigan’s much-publicized drinking water crisis was caused by a perfect storm of government indifference and 
incompetence, aging lead-containing pipes and plumbing inside and outside of homes, problems with the water supply 
itself, and failures in the treatment process. While continuing to join with Flint residents and allies to push for investments 
to fix the community’s water woes and the longer term health challenges those have created, 
Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund are also helping to launch and lead a new national effort 
to tackle one of the major sources of lead in drinking water, the Lead Service Line Replacement 
Collaborative. Clean Water is ramping up its activity in communities across the country:

• Advancing an updated Lead and Copper Rule in Michigan that will be the nation’s strongest, once finalized.

• Launching new organizing drives with community partners in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia to provide at-risk homes with filters and 
secure utility commitments to start lead service line replacement programs.

• Organizing neighbor-to-neighbor canvassing, community meetings and multilingual door hanger materials to build local awareness 
and momentum for action to reduce lead in Newark, New Jersey.

• Beginning to work with local governments and water utilities in Massachusetts communities where aging infrastructure poses 
potential lead threats.

Clean Water also continues its leading role in the national Source Water Protection Collaborative.

Putting Drinking Water First:
Restoring Clean Water Act Protections 
to Streams and WetlandsProtecting sources of drinking water from contamination is essential. Recent incidents of widespread 

drinking water service disruption have drawn attention to this important issue. Source Water 

Protection includes maintaining the health of streams, wetlands, and other water bodies and is 

embodied in the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) as a key approach to ensuring safe drinking water. 

These water bodies are more than just landscape features — they are critical parts of our natural 

water infrastructure that influence water quality in drinking water sources. Protecting streams and 

wetlands protects drinking water, eases the burden of pollution, and reduces treatment costs for 

communities. 
There has been confusion over which streams, wetlands, and other water resources are covered 

under Clean Water Act pollution control programs following Supreme Court decisions in 2001 and 

2006 and subsequent Bush Administration policies. These decisions led to permitting delays and 

left water resources vulnerable to pollution or destruction. In May 2015, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) issued a final Clean Water Rule 

to clarify which types of small streams, wetlands, and other water resources are protected by the 

Clean Water Act.1 Polluters and political allies in several states immediately sued to block the rule 

and it has been tied up in litigation since, leaving these valuable water resources at risk. 

Adding to the confusion is an Executive Order issued by President Trump on February 28, 2017, which 

ordered EPA and the Corps to “reconsider” the Clean Water Rule. Specifically the Agencies have 

Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund's Putting Drinking Water First approach means preventing threats to 

drinking water where they start. Clean Water Action is working to win strong water pollution controls by focusing 

on public health and drinking water impacts in Clean Water Act programs and other policies where decisions about 

water pollution are made. We also work to bring public health and environmental voices into Safe Drinking Water 

Act (SDWA) implementation activities. 



Additional activities and progress by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund in 2017:

BPersuaded the California Water Resources Board 
to adopt a strict drinking water standard for the toxic 
contaminant 1,2,3 TCP and new also new “beneficial 
uses” standards to protect people who catch and eat fish 
for economic or cultural reasons.

BHelped communities bring new attention and 
resources to pollution in the Potomac and Anacostia 
Rivers, winning state legislation to address annual 
discharges of nearly 150 million gallons of sewage and 
other contaminants from Alexandria, Virginia, and 
$3.7 million in funding for Anacostia toxics cleanup in 
Washington, DC.

BBegan winding down a decade-long Clean Water 
Act citizen suits enforcement project in Massachusetts 
which settled pollution cases at more than 30 facilities 
and yielded more than $1.35 million in restoration and 
cleanup funding.

BLaunched a statewide campaign to tackle septic 
system pollution in Michigan through a combination 
of state rules and local ordinances requiring regular 
inspections to find and fix problems that threaten 
people’s water and health.
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▲ Checking for impurities in East Orosi, California. 
Clean Water Action and allies are building momentum for 
creation of a state Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund 
to fill gaps that leave 1 million people without access to clean 
drinking water. 
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BAdvancing proven, cost-effective water 
conservation measures and practices (smarter lawn 
watering, water-saving toilet upgrades, etc.) across 
the Dallas-Ft. Worth region in Texas as alternatives 
to costlier and damaging new dams and reservoirs.

BContinued leadership of the Rhode Island 
Green Infrastructure Coalition, focused on 
implementing projects in urban Providence and 
Newport to improve water quality and reduce 
flooding; published the coalition’s Nature at Work 
News electronic newsletter; and launched a new 
Bay Friendly Homes Aquidneck Island project 
to encourage residential-scale installations in 
Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth, including 
an elementary school demonstration/pilot.

BJoined with Texas communities to protect water 
and quality of life by keeping the state from taking 
away local governments’ rights to limit tree-cutting 
by developers; and, in Travis County, helped win a 
bond election that sets aside land for future parks, 
conservation easements for water, new trails and 
greenways in minority communities.

▲ Clean Water Action is seeking stronger protections for the Monocacy 
River, a critical recreational, ecological and historic resource and 
source of a quarter of Frederick, Maryland’s drinking water.

W
W

W
.C

LE
AN

W
AT

ER
FR

ED
ER

IC
K.

O
RG

▼ Water Action Day: Clean Water Action and allies brought more than 
1,000 Minnesotans to the state capitol in April to meet with lawmakers 
and advocate for water protections.

Additional activities and progress by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund in 2017:



BU
ILDIN

G A CLEAN
 W

ATER–CLEAN
 EN

ERGY FU
TU

RE

9

Supporting clean energy solutions to create jobs and economic 
growth, fight climate-changing pollution and protect our water.
2017 brought fresh attacks on climate safeguards and clean 
energy by Congress and the White House. Clean Water Action 
joined with environmental and scientific community 
colleagues to challenge the lack of qualifications and expose 
flagrant conflicts of interest among the Administration’s 
senior appointees at the departments of Interior and Energy 
and at the Environmental Protection Agency. Clean Water 
Action continues to challenge the Administration’s policies 
and actions — in the courts, in the court of public opinion, and 
through strategic organizing in key states and communities.

Clean Water Action’s expertise on the interconnections 
between water, energy and environmental policy remains a 
key resource for defending past gains and for winning 
stronger protections. Clean Water Action’s oil and gas team 
has taken the lead on documenting and exposing drinking 
water threats posed by hydraulic fracturing (fracking), 
“enhanced recovery,” and other extreme energy development 
techniques. Clean Water Action is helping people limit the 
industry’s harm to water and health, and to secure stronger 
protections for their communities.
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▲Rallying for the Climate: Clean Water Action was 
well represented at climate marches in Washington, DC 
and around the country. Below: Clean Water graphics for 
Earth Day and the Climate March.



▼ Documenting Danger to Water and 
Democracy. Clean Water Action continued to 
release groundbreaking research reports in 2017:
— “Stranglehold,” on the oil and gas industry’s 
outsized expenditures on political donations 
and lobbying and the corrosive and corrupting 
impacts of that spending, which set new records 
in 2017.
— A close-up look at how lax industry oversight 
practices in EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s 
home state of Oklahoma have jeopardized 
drinking water there.
— The first serious evaluation for public audiences 
of threats posed by the industry’s little-known 
and poorly regulated “Enhanced Oil Recovery” 
(EOR) drilling techniques now used in 60% of 
U.S. oil production — a crisis in the making. 
Wells of this type in Texas and California account 
for about half of all EOR activity nationwide. 

Recognizing that climate change is water change — that the same 
pollution that warms the planet also makes water problems worse — 
Clean Water Action and grassroots supporters are also pressing our case 
with state and local officials and business leaders, organizing them to 
stand up and oppose proposals that would weaken commonsense 
safeguards. Clean Water Action helped environmentalists secure a 
major win in the spring, when the Trump Administration’s proposed 
fast-track repeal of new limits on methane pollution from oil and gas 
development on public lands failed in Congress. 

Clean Water Action is also helping people to lead locally on climate 
change, filling the void left by the Trump Administration’s abdication 
of global leadership: 

• Helping states and communities set more ambitious targets for 
transitioning to clean wind and solar.

• Leading coalitions in Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island 
pressing for expanded use of carbon pricing tools to drive climate 
solutions.

• Campaigning — and winning — in the Midwest and elsewhere to 
close down the oldest, dirtiest power plants.

• Supporting local networks of clean energy leaders working to “solarize” 
towns and neighborhoods, set ambitious “fossil fuel free” goals, and 
lift up grassroots leaders’ voices on climate justice and equity, so the 
benefits from clean energy are accessible to more people.
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Oklahoma Drinking Water 
at Risk from 
Oil and Gas Injection Wells

Exposing Oklahoma Corporation Commission’s Flawed Drinking Water Protection Policies 

SPRING 2017

Industry Influence in the 2016 Election 

and National Environmental and Energy Policy

Stranglehold
Oil & Gas Money is 

Choking Our Democracy

Summer 2017

The Environmental 
Risks and Oversight of 
Enhanced Oil Recovery 
in the United States
An overview of Class II well trends 
and regulations in EPA’s Underground 
Injection Control Program

August 2017

Prepared for Prepared for Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund by:  
Matthew Geraci  •  Syed Jehangeer Ali  •  Courtney Romolt  •  Regina Rossmann



BWon new requirements for California oil companies to disclose more of the chemicals injected underground, 
dumped in pits and “recycled” in irrigation water. Brought a new organizer on board, based in Lost Hills, to help 
Kern County communities fight back against industry abuses.

BJoined forces with local ground water districts and other environmental allies and concerned residents in 
September, persuading Texas environmental officials not to permit a proposed “landfarm” that would have mixed 
oil and gas drilling wastes with soil to be spread on open fields in Nacogdoches near a tributary of Lake Sam 
Rayburn, a major drinking water supply.

BWon new methane rules requiring all new Pennsylvania oil and 
gas wells, pipelines and compressor stations to reduce leaks by 
more than 90%, and stripped the worst anti-environment “riders” 
from the state’s budget, sending more than 7,000 calls to state 
lawmakers and the Governor during the debate.

BEngaged in ongoing partnerships across sixty Connecticut 
communities, working with Clean Energy Task Force leaders and 
teams to support their ramp-up of renewable energy initiatives, get 
credits for town projects, and become more active in state energy 
policy.

BInvolved hundreds of North Texas members in a successful push 
to stop a proposed hydraulic fracturing wastewater (frackwater) 
disposal well from being drilled 600 feet from Lake Arlington, 
drinking water source for 500,000 area residents.
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▲ June 2017 Lobby Day organized by Clean Water 
Action and allies brought 100 activists to Trenton, 
New Jersey to help defeat legislation that would 
have weakened ethics laws, allowing Pinelands 
Commissioners with conflicts of interest to vote on 
controversial pipeline proposals.

Additional activities and progress by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund in 2017:
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Additional activities and progress by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund in 2017:

BCapped a decade-long campaign to close two of Michigan’s dirtiest 
coal-fired power plants, Lansing Board of Water and Light’s Eckert and 
Erickson plants, with BWL’s August decision that it would retire Erickson 
by 2025. (Eckert’s 2020 closure was announced in 2016.)

BBegan a new climate justice and resilience project in Central Falls, 
Rhode Island, hosting a November “greening” meeting with community 
residents whose over-paved urban neighborhoods lack protective 
tree cover, leaving too many of their homes, schools and businesses 
especially vulnerable.

BExposed Texas’ failure to comply with EPA agreements on 
underground oil and gas waste disposal, forcing acknowledgement 
of 54 violations and prompting EPA to request the first-ever mapping 
of sites where underground waste injection could jeopardize potential 
drinking water sources.

BCollected more than 23,000 comments to Michigan officials, calling for 
shutdown of the Line 5 oil pipeline, which crosses the sensitive Straits of 
Mackinac, endangering the entire Great Lakes ecosystem; more state 
lawmakers joined the fight in the face of mounting constituent pressure.

BMobilized public support for offshore wind development near Ocean 
City, Maryland, helping win Utility Commission approval for plans that 
could power 500,000 homes and employ 9,000 people, starting in 2020.

▲ Dangerous oil trains: “Most of my district 
is within one mile of the tracks that crude 
oil has been transported on. I don’t want 
any more crude oil tank cars putting the 
neighborhoods in my district at risk.” 
—Baltimore Councilman Ed Reisinger.

Clean Water Action and grassroots leaders are 
bringing more communities and local officials 
together to demand improved protections 
from oil train dangers in Maryland.
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Clean Water Action continues to make progress through 
local, state and national campaigns to reduce toxic 
chemical use and exposure, and to cut back on single-use 
throwaway trash before it ends up in our water. Stopping 
pollution before it starts is a commonsense solution that 
brings immediate health and environmental benefits and 
costs less than cleanup.

Throughout 2017, Clean Water Action continued to 
promote policies that spur safer alternatives to toxic 
chemicals and defend critical protections against rollback 
proposals from Congress and the Trump Administration. 
Clean Water Action also continued to advance changes 
in the marketplace by leading and supporting consumer 
campaigns that publicize toxic ingredients and 
wasteful practices and demand safer, more sustainable 
alternatives. Key partners in these efforts include the 
SAFER states network, Safer Chemicals Healthy Families, 
Mind the Store and other campaign coalitions.

Advancing “upstream” solutions. Protecting people — especially 
children — from toxic harm. Reducing and preventing waste 
and pollution at the source.

▲ Consumer Safety: Responding to Clean Water Action and 
allies’ consumer campaigns, Minnesota-based retailers 
Target and Best Buy have committed to begin reducing toxic 
chemicals in their products and supply chains.



ReThink Disposable, a program of Clean Water Action and Clean Water 
Fund, prevents waste before it starts by working with local governments, 
businesses and institutions, and consumers to minimize single-use disposable 
packaging in food service and in the workplace, to conserve resources, and to 
prevent waste and ocean litter pollution. 

This innovative and award-winning program continues to expand in California 
and in 2017 began operating in Rhode Island and New Jersey, both locations 
where Clean Water had been working with local governments, businesses and 
other nonprofits on strategies to make public events and meetings greener 
and less wasteful. As the program grows, Clean Water Action is bringing more 
businesses on board, and training more staff to conduct waste audits and 
develop cost-saving waste reduction strategies.

ReThink Disposable has helped more than 100 food 
businesses and institutional dining operations eliminate 
more than 10 million single-use disposable items per 
year, yielding significant savings from avoided disposal 
fees and supply purchases. In 2017, the program 
produced a report on the climate benefits of reducing 
single-use disposables. 
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT: ReThink Disposable

▲ Unpackaging Alameda: Clean Water Action teamed up with the city of Alameda and its Downtown Business Association to launch an 
ambitious initiative to move the entire island away from single-use packaging and disposables, creating a model for other communities. 
Above: ReThink Disposable manager Samantha Sommers (festooned with bags), joined by the city’s Kerry Parker, Mayor Trish Spencer and 
Donna Layburn, the business group’s President (l to r).

STOP WASTE BEFORE IT STARTS

T

LITERATURE REVIEW & INVENTORY Greenhouse Gas Impacts of Disposable vs Reusable Foodservice ProductsJANUARY 2017

STOP WASTE BEFORE IT STARTS

T
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B Won comprehensive label listing requirements in 
California for all chemicals used in cleaning products.

B Secured commitments from Connecticut’s public health, 
consumer protection and environmental agencies to start 
listing chemicals of concern for children’s health, and 
advanced policies favoring flame retardant-free options for 
furniture procurement by the state.

B Helped pass antibiotic reform legislation in Maryland 
to ban use on healthy livestock and poultry as part of 
an ongoing collaborative campaign to reduce farms’ 
environmental and health impacts.

Additional activities and progress by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund in 2017:

▲ Trawling for Trash: 
On four consecutive 
summer days in Rhode 
Island’s Narragansett Bay, 
Clean Water Action sieved the waters 
collecting samples to provide a snapshot of the extent 
of plastic pollution there. All twelve samples contained 
microplastics — minute remnants from discarded 
bottles, bags, containers and other wastes that enter the 
water. These findings are being used to educate state 
officials and the public about the problem and the need 
to reduce single-use disposables.

▶ Single-use straws? No, thanks! Clean Water Action 
and the Asbury Park, New Jersey Boardwalk launched 
a “Straws by Request” program (straws for customers 
only by request) on Memorial Day weekend, starting 
with four popular beachfront watering holes, then 
signed a dozen businesses up for a “Straws Free 
December.” One business reports cutting its annual 
straw use from 6,500 to 650. The U.S. consumes 500 
million straws per day. End to end, those straws could 
circle the planet more than two-and-a-half times. Most disposable straws 
are made from toxic and non-renewable petroleum, and are among the 
top plastic waste items found on beaches and harming wildlife. 



B Continued to propel Boston forward as a national leader in Zero Waste policies, pressing for the city to 
maximize the potential health and economic benefits of this transition for disadvantaged communities.

B Campaigned to block Pennsylvania legislation that would have prevented local governments from banning 
or imposing fees on single-use plastic bags, securing a gubernatorial veto once the bill passed the legislature; 
defeated similar legislation in Texas; helped five Rhode Island communities pass plastic bag bills.
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▶ Home Furnishings Safety: Clean Water published 
an online guide to help consumers avoid exposure to 
toxic flame retardants and to build support for banning 
their use. Rhode Island became the first state to pass 
legislation phasing out the entire class of chemicals — 
organohalogen flame retardants — in both furniture 
and children’s products, thanks in part to tireless 
championing of the measure by longtime Clean Water 
Action organizer and canvass leader Dave Gerraughty, 
who passed away a few months later, in 2018, after a 
difficult struggle with cancer. Similar campaigns 
continue to build momentum with local and national 
partners including environmental health activists and 
firefighters in Connecticut, Minnesota, Massachusetts 
and other states — yielding new flame retardant-free 
government purchasing policies in Connecticut and 
Minnesota.

SUPPORT A MINNESOTA BAN ON 
FLAME RETARDANTS
Flame retardants in furniture and children's 
products are ineffective in stopping fires and 
are no longer required by regulators. Minnesota previously banned four flame retardants and this bill would ban additional 

chemicals that put children and firefighter's 
health at risk. 

REDUCING CHEMICAL EXPOSURE
READ TAGS WHEN SHOPPING

Upholstered Furniture- look for TB117-2013 tag with 
"contains NO added flame retardant chemicals" 
checked
Other foam products such as pillows, mattress 
toppers - look for TB117-2013 tag. Contact manufacturer to verify if flame retardant free. 

REDUCE DUST AND WASH HANDS Many  chemicals accumulate in dust. Reduce exposure 
by using a vacuum cleaner with a HEPA filter, wet 
dusting and washing hands frequently. Use rubber 
gloves when cleaning.

cleanwateraction.org/states/minnesota Contact: klabo@cleanwater.org 8-9-2017

Buy flame retardant free

Avoid products labeled as antimicrobial, water 
or stain resistant

HOUSEHOLD 
FURNISHINGS GUIDE

HOME FURNISHINGS SAFETY

Some of  chemicals found in the foam, textiles 

and other components of home furnishings 

 are harmful to people and even pets.  

These chemicals can pollute indoor air, 

accumulate in dust and make their way into 

people's bodies. 

WHAT TO AVOID
FLAME RETARDANTS
Since 1976, flame retardant chemicals have been added 

to home furnishings containing polyurethane foam. 

These chemicals persist in the environment, 

contaminate people's bodies and can cause 

neurocognitive, reproductive and immune system 

damage. Modern fire science shows no added safety 

benefit from flame retardants.   

 STAIN AND WATER REPELLENTS

Fluorinated compounds are  added to home furnishing 

textiles as stain or water repellents. They are extremely

persistent in the environment and migrate out of 

products into air, dust and people's bodies.  Health 

impacts include kidney and testicular cancer.

ANTIMICROBIALS

There is little evidence antimicrobials added to textiles 
reduce the spread of infections.  In contrast, there is 
evidence these chemicals can cause endocrine problems 
and reproductive changes.

Additional activities and progress by Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund in 2017:
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Protecting water and health, 
from watershed to water tap.
CLEAN WATER FUND’s programs reach and involve more than one million 
households  each year through outreach, education, organizing, advocacy 
and policy action at the local, state and national levels.

Together with Clean Water Action, Clean Water Fund supports the goal of 
fishable, swimmable, drinkable water for everyone.

Priority programs and strategies include:
• Policies that Put Drinking Water First, from watershed to water tap;
• Environmental health solutions that prevent waste and pollution  

at the source;
• Clean energy and climate solutions that create jobs and protect water.

Clean Water Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit whose programs build on and 
complement those of Clean Water Action.

Clean Water Fund and Clean Water Action share some staffing and 
offices and collaborate on programs, including many described in this 
Annual Report. Clean Water Fund’s involvement is limited to those 
activities appropriate to its 501(c)(3) tax status.



Arcadia Power, helping Clean Water Action 
members boost clean renewable energy 
development by adding wind and solar to 
their home energy mix. 
www.ArcadiaPower.com/cleanwater
AVEDA, supporting Clean Water Fund 
programs in California, New England 
and Pennsylvania through Earth Month 
fundraising and grants. www.Aveda.com
Beneficial State Bank, where profits are 
invested in clean energy, sustainable 
farming and community benefit.

Benevity.org, collaborating with Clean 
Water Fund and Earth Share to support 
environmental giving options in workplace 
philanthropy.

CleanChoice Energy (formerly Ethical 
Electric) helping Clean Water Action 
members choose clean renewable wind 
and solar for the electricity supply. 
www.CleanChoiceEnergy/CleanWater
Energy Sage, providing an online platform 
to help Clean Water Action members 
request and evaluate solar energy options. 
www.EnergySage.com/p/CleanWater

LEGACY GIFTS
Your Clean Water Legacy — Both Clean Water Action and Clean 
Water Fund welcome gifts by will or bequest, by beneficiary 
designations on insurance, retirement or investment accounts, 
or through donation of appreciated assets. For many people, 
creating a legacy gift can be surprisingly easy and is one powerful 
way to have a lasting impact for clean water. Call or e-mail to 
request your Clean Water Legacy Gift information packet today. 
Please let us know if you have already made a Clean Water legacy 
gift commitment so that we may thank you. Call 202.330.2379 or 
e-mail legacy@cleanwater.org

WORKPLACE GIVING
Clean Water Fund receives additional support 
from thousands more who participate in 
their employers’ matching gift and/or workplace giving programs. 
Clean Water Fund is a founding member of Earth Share, the 
national organization which raises workplace giving funds for its 
members — the nation’s leading environmental and conservation 
nonprofits. Clean Water Fund is active in Earth Share’s national 
leadership and its many state affiliates and chapters, as well as 
with the independent Minnesota Environmental Fund. Federal 
employees support Clean Water Fund (CFC #10636) through the 
Combined Federal Campaign. Contact Clean Water Fund to see if 
a workplace giving program could be an asset for your business or 
workplace, development@cleanwater.org

MATCHING GIFTS
Many employers will match their employees’ donations to Clean 
Water Fund. Clean Water Fund welcomes such gifts. In most 
instances, your check or credit card pledge must be payable to 
Clean Water Fund to qualify for companies’ matching programs. 
Contact your employer’s human resources or philanthropy 
department to see if this is an option to double or even triple the 
impact of your clean water donations. Let us know how we can be 
of assistance, development@cleanwater.org*One Percent for the Planet Members

Guacamole Fund, supporting Clean Water 
Fund through tabling opportunities and 
special fundraising with touring artists 
Bonnie Raitt and Jackson Browne.* 
www.guacfund.org
Heavy Seas Beer, celebrating the connection 
between clean water and great beer. 
www.HSBeer.com 
Kleen Kanteen, sponsoring Clean Water Fund’s 
ReThink Disposable programs. 
www.kleankanteen.com*

Patagonia, supporting Clean Water Fund’s 
programs with grants and product donations.* 
www.patagonia.com
SurveyMonkey Contribute, with 300,000+ 
volunteer survey panelists sharing their 
opinions to generate donations for Clean Water 
Fund. https://contribute.surveymonkey.com/
charity-sign-up/clean-water-fund
Tango Card, offering its clients the opportunity 
to donate rewards and incentives to Clean 
Water Fund. www.tangocard.com
TemperCraft stainless, insulated bottles, 
tumblers and growlers.*

BUSINESSES FOR CLEAN WATER
We gratefully acknowledge gifts, grants and partnership donations 
from the following business supporters:



Clean Water Fund FY17 Financial Statement Clean Water Action FY17 Financial Statement

General and  
Administrative
$901,203

Fundraising
$1,076,679

Program Services:
$6,207,083

EXPENSES

Institutional Giving:
$69,060

In Kind Donations:
$10,588

Interest:
$13,695

Individual Contributions:
$8,673,819

REVENUES

Other:
$21,903

Individual Contributions:
$1,645,577

In Kind Donations:
$3,000

Grants 
$4,040,421

EXPENSES

REVENUES

Other:
$179

General and 
Administrative
$551,096

Fundraising
$255,530

Program Services:
$4,207,765

Investment Gain:
$95,121



Headquartered in Washington, DC, Clean Water Action and Clean Water Fund operate programs nationally, 
regionally and locally, from a network of 19+ field offices around the country. To learn more about state and 
regional programs visit www.cleanwateraction.org/states

1444 Eye Street, NW, Suite 400  |  Washington, DC 20005  |  202.895.0420 
www.CleanWaterAction.org  |  www.CleanWaterFund.org
@CleanH2OAction  |  facebook.com/CleanWaterAction


