2009-2010 Legislative Scorecard
The purpose of the Clean Water Action Legislative Scorecard is to provide objective and factual
information about the environmental voting records of members of the Minnesota Legislature.
The votes included in this scorecard took place during the 2009-2010 legislative biennium and
focus heavily, although not exclusively, on votes that would seriously affect the issues of clean,
renewable energy, water quality and toxins in our environment—the primary areas of focus for
Clean Water Action. The votes that are included are recorded votes in which the entire body,
either Senate or House, had the opportunity to participate.
In computing the scores, each vote was weighted equally and missed votes were excluded. A
positive vote is indicated by a “+”, a negative by a “-” and a missed vote by an “A”.
Overall, the legislature had a score of 71%. Comparing scores between the Senate and the
House, each compiled similar scores; 75% and 70% respectively. However, there were party
distinctions in support for the environment and public health. DFL members in both chambers
had a combined score of 96%. DFL members in the Senate and House showed little variation
between bodies in their support for the environment, with the DFL Senators scoring 92% and
the DFL Representatives scoring 97%. Republicans in both chambers tallied a combined score
of 22%. In contrast to DFL members, Republicans in the Senate and House varied between the
two bodies, with the Senate Republicans scoring 32% and the House Republicans scoring 19%.
Clean Water Action’s goal is to protect and restore our lakes, rivers and streams now and for
future generations. We work to protect Minnesota’s health and water by making systemic
change. We educate the public, develop grassroots citizen leaders and mobilize our members to
get involved in policy decisions. Clean Water Action has over 100,000 members throughout
Minnesota.

Deanna White
State Director
Clean Water Action—Minnesota

Senate and House Votes
Bisphenol-A in Children’s Products (SF 247)
Positive Vote: YES
Minnesota became the first state in the nation to ban bisphenol-a (BPA) in all baby bottles and
sippy cups. Effective January 1, 2011, stores will no longer be allowed to sell these products.
BPA is a chemical used to make plastics and has been linked to the development of cancer,
neurological problems and reproductive disorders. This bill was one of Clean Water Action’s
legislative priorities in 2009.
Passed the Senate 53-8, April 30, 2009
Passed the House 126-5, May 5, 2009
Signed into law on May 7, 2009

Energy Stimulus Funding (SF 657)
Positive Vote: YES
Federal dollars were made available to Minnesota in 2009 to fund renewable energy and energy efficiency projects and to promote green energy jobs. This legislation allocated these dollars to a number of projects including weatherization and renovations, renewable energy rebates and workforce development.
Passed the Senate 56-10, May 15, 2009
Passed the House 102-32, May 17, 2009
Signed into law on May 21, 2009

Clean Water, Land and Legacy Funding (HF 1231)
Positive Vote: YES
In November 2008, Minnesotans overwhelmingly passed the Clean Water, Land and Legacy
Amendment to provide dedicated money to clean up and protect our water and natural resources. This bill appropriated funding dollars to the four amendment accounts – Clean Water
Fund, Outdoor Heritage, Parks & Trails, and Arts. Water projects alone were allocated a total of
$151 million. This bill was one of Clean Water Action’s legislative priorities in 2009.
Passed the Senate 67-0, May 18, 2009
Passed the House 103-31, May 18, 2009
Signed into law on May 22, 2009
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Toxic Free Kids Act (HF 2123)
Positive Vote: YES
HF 2123 was the environment omnibus bill in 2009. A part of this bill was the Toxic Free Kids
Act, which required the Minnesota Department of Health and the Pollution Control Agency to
develop lists of chemicals of high concern which are present in consumer products. This language is the first step towards full disclosure of the toxic chemicals found in many of our every
day products. The Toxic Free Kids Act was one of Clean Water Action’s legislative priorities in
2009. The omnibus bill also contained positive language regarding the reporting of high level
greenhouse gas emissions, municipal composting and communication of Minnesota’s fish consumption advisory program.
Passed the Senate 52-15, May 4, 2009
Passed the House 85-46, April 22, 2009
Signed into law on May 7, 2009

Nuclear Moratorium Repeal (amendment to SF 550)
Positive Vote: NO
A moratorium on the construction of new nuclear reactors was put in place in 1994 because of
the unknown solution to long-term waste storage and the extreme costs associated with building a nuclear facility. These questions still remain in 2010, however, nuclear proponents continue with their attempts to repeal the moratorium. Repeal amendments were offered on the
Senate and House floors to SF 550 by Senator Steve Dille and Representative Tim Faust in
2009. Keeping the moratorium in place was one of Clean Water Action’s legislative priorities in
2009 and 2010.
Adopted by the Senate 42-24, March 30, 2009
Failed in the House 60-72, April 30, 2009

Lead in Homes (SF 3128)
Positive Vote: YES
Lead exposure in older homes continues to pose a serious public health hazard. One way to
minimize exposure to lead in these buildings is to require construction workers, contractors
and remodelers to be certified in working with lead in buildings as required by this legislation.
Passed the Senate 49-13, May 5, 2010
Passed the House 91-40, May 6, 2010
Signed into law on May 13, 2010
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Mt Simon-Hinckley Aquifer (HF 2634)
Positive Vote: YES
The Mt. Simon Hinckley aquifer is a pristine and sensitive groundwater source residing under
most of the Minneapolis and St. Paul metropolitan area. Due to the aquifer’s long recharge
rate, it must be protected from large water users. This legislation would have limited commercial and industrial water withdrawals.
Passed the Senate 42-25, May 10, 2010
Passed the House 90-42, May 10, 2010
Vetoed by Governor Pawlenty on May 13, 2010

Coal Moratorium Repeal (amendment to SF 2971)
Positive Vote: NO
One of the provisions in the Next Generation Act of 2007 was to put in place a coal moratorium
if a statewide carbon reduction plan was not in place by August 2009. This moratorium included not allowing Minnesota to import electricity generated by a coal fired power plant from
outside the state. Amendments were offered on the Senate and House floors to repeal this portion of the moratorium in 2010 by Senator Julie Rosen and Representative Torrey Westrom.
Failed in the Senate 29-34, March 22, 2010
Failed in the House 58-74, May 6, 2010

Senate Votes Only
Vehicle Miles Traveled (amendment to HF 928)
Positive Vote: NO
One step to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is to address the significant contribution from the
transportation sector. Language in the 2009 transportation omnibus bill authorized the Minnesota Department of Transportation to reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the
state during its infrastructure planning. Senator Julianne Ortman offered an amendment to
remove this language on the Senate floor.
Failed in the Senate 15-45, May 6, 2009
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Green Chemistry (SF 2490)
Positive Vote: YES
One step in keeping toxic chemicals out of our products is to ensure these products are made
safely in the first place. Several businesses are already using green chemistry practices, which
reduces or eliminates the use of toxic chemicals. This legislation provides incentives to these
businesses by allowing them access to state development funds, such as the Minnesota Investment Fund. The Green Chemistry bill was one of Clean Water Action’s legislative priorities in
2010.
Passed the Senate 52-15, March 29, 2010
Signed into law on May 15, 2010 (part of the economic development omnibus bill, SF 2510)

House Votes Only
Paint Disposal (SF 477)
Positive Vote: YES
Given the toxic substances contained in household paint products, carefully disposing of these
materials is important to keep our rivers, lakes and streams clean. SF 477 would have moved
Minnesota in that direction by creating a pilot program for paint manufacturers to collect and
recycle used paint.
Passed the House 93-40, May 12, 2009
(Passed the Senate, May 15, 2009)*
Vetoed by the Governor on May 21, 2009

Electric Vehicles (HF 1250)
Positive Vote: YES
The move towards more electric vehicles on the road will be a significant step to fight global
climate change. This legislation lays the foundation for these vehicles by establishing regulations on future infrastructure needs.
Passed the House 116-18, May 17, 2000
(Passed the Senate, May 16, 2009)*
Signed into law on May 21, 2009

* There was not a Senate floor vote available to score for this bill based on our selection criteria.
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Toxic Free Kids Act Deletion (amendment H2123A44 to HF 2123)
Positive Vote: NO
During the debate on the environment omnibus bill (HF 2123), Representative Kurt Zellers offered an amendment on the House floor to delete the Toxic Free Kids Act language from the
bill. The Toxic Free Kids Act was one of Clean Water Action’s legislative priorities in 2009.
Failed in the House 47-85, April 22, 2009

Toxic Free Kids Act Modification (amendment H2123A76 to HF 2123)
Positive Vote: NO
During the debate on the environment omnibus bill (HF 2123), Representative Kurt Zellers offered an amendment on the House floor to alter the Toxic Free Kids Act language in the bill.
This amendment would allow manufacturers to withhold information on a product’s contents
as a means to protect trade secrets. This amendment was contrary to the true intent of the language, which was to compel manufacturers to disclose the toxic chemicals used in their products. The Toxic Free Kids Act was one of Clean Water Action’s legislative priorities in 2009.
Failed in the House 44-87, April 22, 2009

Waste Hierarchy (HF 3061)
Positive Vote: YES
This legislation amends Minnesota’s current waste hierarchy to include source-separated compostable materials to the definition of composting. This change is an important step for the expansion of future curbside composting programs.
Passed the House 95-35, April 19, 2010
(Passed the Senate, March 29, 2010)*
Signed into law on April 26, 2010

Complete Streets (HF 2801)
Positive Vote: YES
Promoting multi-modal transportation options is one way the state can reduce its greenhouse
gas emissions from the transportation sector. The Complete Streets bill would update the Minnesota Department of Transportation’s design guidelines to allow the department to adequately plan for multiple transportation options when designing future infrastructure.
Passed the House 92-37, April 21, 2010
(Passed the Senate, May 14, 2009)*
Signed into law on May 27, 2010
* There was not a Senate floor vote available to score for this bill based on our selection criteria.
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Nuclear Waste Storage Payments (amendment RA10-454 to HF3033)
Positive Vote: NO
Currently, Xcel Energy is required to pay a fee into the Renewable Development Fund (RDF) in
order to store casks of nuclear waste at their plants in Monticello and Prairie Island. The RDF
is used to promote renewable energy development in Minnesota. Language in HF 3033 would
change this payment from a flat fee to a per cask fee at Prairie Island, as is currently the case at
Monticello. The change is more in line with the spirit of the 1994 compromise and would result
in more money in the RDF if casks remain on-site. Representative Joyce Peppin offered an
amendment on the House floor to delete this language.
Failed in the House 44-87, May 6, 2010

Streamlining Environmental Review (amendment S3275A4 to SF3275)
Positive Vote: NO
The environmental review process is one of the tools used to ensure new projects do not create
significant and long lasting environmental harm. Representative Dean Urdahl offered an
amendment on the House floor to SF 3275 to completely streamline the environmental review
process by shortening deadlines on preparation and final decisions. Streamlining this process
could result in a lack of protection to our water resources and our environment.
Failed in the House 53-76, May 6, 2010

3M Incinerator (amendment S3275A7 to SF3275)
Positive Vote: NO
The 3M facility in Cottage Grove currently incinerates its waste onsite. 3M has petitioned the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) to collect waste from other 3M facilities for incineration. Due to concerns over a potential increase in air pollution and the transportation of
hazardous waste in to Cottage Grove, language was added to SF 3275 to place a 10 month stay
on the MPCA’s decision. Representative Torrey Westrom offered an amendment on the House
floor to delete this language.
Failed in the House 53-76, May 6, 2010
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* Term began in 2010

10

11

12

13

14

