
Background
Unused or out of date medications not 
only create a costly waste stream for 
communities to manage, they pose a 
threat to both the environment and 
public safety when they are disposed of 
improperly or stockpiled in the home. 
The amount collected during special 
events demonstrates that there are 
incalculable tons of these products 
out there needing to be managed. For 
instance, the Federal Drug Enforcement 
Agency’s 13th National Take Back Day in 
April 2017 collected almost 37.5 tons in 
California in a single day.

To date eleven California jurisdictions 
have passed ordinances requiring 
manufacturers of prescription 
and over the counter medications 
to operate convenient collection 
programs for household drugs. Four 
also require collection of sharps 
(needles) to protect public safety and 
workers handling solid waste.
These programs are being implemented 
successfully by an industry-created 
organization called MED Project, which 
places collection bins in hospitals, 
pharmacies, and police stations, holds 
special events, and provides mail-back 
options where appropriate.

The growing number of local ordinances 
requiring such medicine and sharps 
collection programs demonstrates both 
public support for and the effectiveness 
of an extended producer responsibility 
(EPR) model to deal with hazardous 
waste that poses a threat to public safety 
and the environment.

INDUSTRY IMPLEMENTED  
DRUG TAKE-BACK PROGRAMS:

A California Success
California Communities 
with EPR Pharma Ordinances
• Alameda County (July 2012) 
• City & County of San Francisco 

(March 2015)
• San Mateo County (April 2015)
• Santa Clara County (June 2015)
• Marin County (August 2015)
• Santa Cruz County (medications & sharps – December 2015)
• Santa Barbara County (June 2016)
• City of Santa Cruz (medications & sharps – August 2016)
• City of Capitola (medications & sharps – August 2016)
• City of Scotts Valley (medications & sharps – December 2016)
• Contra Costa County (December 2016)

Program Success
• To date 128 bins have been placed in Alameda, San 

Francisco, San Mateo, Marin, Santa Clara and Santa Cruz 
and MED Project has recruited locations to distribute mail-back 
envelopes and hold one-day collection events. 

• Kaiser Permanente has an agreement with MED Project to host 
bins at 40 Kaiser pharmacies in the Bay Area including 13 in 
Alameda, 3 in Marin, 3 in San Francisco, 7 in San Mateo, 12 in 
Santa Clara, and 2 in Santa Cruz. 

• MED Project has begun placing ads to 
promote the program in the Bay Area.

Bin Numbers by County
(as of August 2017)
• Alameda County – 27 bins 
• City & County of San Francisco – 31 bins 
• San Mateo County –35 bins 
• Santa Clara County – 12 bins expected by 

August 21, 1017
• Marin County – 15 bins 
• Santa Cruz County & cities – 8 bins 
• Santa Barbara County – stewardship plan 

under review. 
• Contra Costa County – stewardship plan pending.
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9th Street Designer Clearance is unlike any furniture
store you will ever visit. Located in San Francisco’s famous
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San Francisco Pride,
one of the world’s larg-
est such celebrations,
officially starts Saturday
with a rally at Civic
Center Plaza at noon.

Preparations have
been long in the mak-
ing for the 47th annual
weekend of pride, with
more than 1 million
people expected to gath-
er in the city from
around the Bay Area
and from across the
world. If you can’t walk
or bike to the celebra-
tions, public transporta-
tion is the way to go.
Consider purchasing a
weekend pass from
BART, Muni or Caltrain
to beat long lines at
congested ticket ma-
chines. Here’s what else
you need to know:

How to get there:
1 BART trains will
operate on regular
schedules, but the tran-
sit agency will provide

longer trains Sunday in
an effort to accommo-
date the throngs of
parade-goers. The pa-
rade begins at 10:30
a.m. at Market and
Beale streets, and the
celebration is expected
to last until 7 p.m.

1 In San Francisco,
Muni will run on Sun-
day extra service on the
K, L, T and M Metro
lines. Several street
closures in the city will
impact bus service. The
closest station to the

start of the parade
route is Embarcadero
Station.

1 Caltrain will run two
special express trains
departing from San Jose
at 7:55 a.m. and 8:55
a.m. Sunday, followed
by several extra trains
throughout the morning
and early afternoon that
will depart from San
Jose and Palo Alto.
Caltrain also will add
service in the evening
to accommodate crowds.

Street closures:

1 Expect difficulty nav-
igating San Francisco’s
crowded streets in a
car. Parking will be
even more limited than
usual, and there are a
number of city streets,
including Market and
streets around the Civic
Center, that will remain
closed throughout the
weekend.

Michael Bodley is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: mbodley@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@michael_bodley
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Alden Shop for Gentlemen
170 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA 94104
800-273-7463 415-421-6691
www.AldenShop.com

WWW.MED-PROJECT.ORG
1-844-MED-PROJ

MED-Project is
supporting a medication
collection and disposal
program. Residents are
invited to bring their
expired or unwanted
medications for disposal
at a local kiosk or take-
back event.

Drop off expired or unwanted
medications at a kiosk near you

www.med-project.org/locations/san-francisco

Free service for residents.
We cannot accept medicines from businesses.

Cross out or remove personal
identifying information on the

medicine bottle.

Leave the product in its
original container or place solid

medicines in a sealed plastic bag.
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Thursday marked
Becerra’s first action on
the matter since he took
office, and he blamed
the delayed rollout on
the complications of
analyzing four separate
pieces of state legisla-
tion.

Under a California
law that took effect in
January, there are a
number of exemptions
to the ban on travel.
The restrictions do ap-
ply to the University of
California and other
state schools.

But the attorney gen-
eral’s office would not
say whether the rules
would prevent an ath-
letic team — the Cali-
fornia Golden Bears, for
example — from playing
an away game at one of
the affected states. A
representative said the

office was reviewing the
matter.

Asked about the con-
sequences for California
in refusing to do busi-
ness with those states
— especially Texas,
which boasts the sec-
ond-largest economy in
the United States be-
hind only California —
Becerra paused.

“Texas is a big state,”
he said, but “the conse-
quences are real” for
LGBT people in Texas
and elsewhere.

He said he would not
rule out adding more
states.

California’s top law
enforcement official’s
edict comes just before
San Francisco Pride
Weekend, which is ex-
pected to bring more
than 1 million people to
the city in one of the
world’s largest, most
colorful celebrations of

gay pride.
On the possibility of

additional sanctions
levied against states that
do not change their
policies to California’s
liking, Becerra said Gov.
Jerry Brown and the
Legislature would have
to consider the matter.

Becerra said that
three of the states add-
ed to the list Thursday,
Alabama, South Dakota
and Texas, have passed
legislation that could
prevent LGBT individu-
als from serving as
foster parents or adopt-
ing children.

The most recent such
legislation was signed
by Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott June 15. The law
allows child welfare
providers — including
faith-based adoption
agencies — to deny
adoptions to would-be
parents based on “sin-
cerely held religious
beliefs.”

Like the other laws
derided by Becerra, the
Texas legislation argues
that the constitutional

right to religious free-
dom allows for exemp-
tions to adoptions for
religious people who do
not support or believe
in same-sex marriage.

Speaking with Becer-
ra, Ashley Morris, the
ACLU of Northern Cali-
fornia’s organizing di-
rector, acknowledged
the right to religious
freedom as an impor-
tant constitutional pro-
tection.

But Morris argued
that the laws passed by
the eight states —
which range from the
East Coast to near the
Canadian border — are
discriminatory in na-
ture; laws that harm
LGBT people more than
they protect religious
believers.

“We believe that all
human beings are equal
and should be treated
as such,” Morris said.

Michael Bodley is a San
Francisco Chronicle staff
writer. Email: mbodley@
sfchronicle.com Twitter:
@michael_bodley
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