
VOTE YES on Prop 67 to implement 
the statewide bag ban passed by the 
legislature in 2014.
•	 California enacted a state-wide plastic bag ban (SB 

270–Padilla) into law in 2014. 
•	 The law was blocked when out of state bag 

manufacturers placed Prop 67 on the ballot. It 
requires voters to approve the implementation of SB 
270, the legislatively enacted ban.

•	 These out of state bag manufacturers have now 
placed two measures on the November ballot (Prop 
67 and Prop 65) in order to confuse voters and 
prevent a state-wide plastic bag ban.

VOTE NO on Prop 65 because it could 
invalidate the statewide bag ban.
•	 Prop 65 sounds good because it would divert 

funds raised from the sale of paper bags to an 
environmental fund. 

•	 Legal analysis indicates that there is a good chance 
that if Prop 65 passes, the fees charged on bags, as a 
result of the passage of Prop 67, could be viewed as 
a tax, and would require a 2/3 majority of voters to 
support it in order to be valid, which means Prop 65 
could invalidate the state bag ban, since 2/3 of voters 
supporting is a very high bar.

•	 We know: It’s super-confusing! But that’s the point. 
We’re pretty sure the bag industry put this on the 
ballot because they want to confuse voters.

California's bag ban protects the 
environment — not the profits of 
out-of-state bag manufacturers.
•	 In California, the multi-million dollar “no” campaign 

against the bag ban is 98% funded by out-of-state 

firms, and the largest funders are plastic bag 
manufacturers from South Carolina, New Jersey, 
and Texas.1 

Plastic bags waste taxpayer dollars. 
•	 Government spends roughly $428 million annually to 

control litter before it reaches state waters. Between 
8 and 25 percent of that cost is attributable to plastic 
bag waste.2  

•	 Managing the 24 billion bags that end up in landfills 
costs $25 million dollars each year.3

Plastic bag recycling is costly and 
ineffective.
•	 Recycling plastic bags does not make economic 

sense. One report found recycling one ton of plastic 
bags costs $4,000. The recycled product can be sold 
for $32.4  

•	 Shopping bags jam expensive machinery at 
recycling plants and contaminate the recycling 
stream, increasing costs. In the City of San Jose, 
plastic bag jams cost the city approximately $1 
million per year.5

Why Vote Yes on Prop 67 and 
No on Prop 65 to Ban Single-Use 
Plastic Bags in California?
Voters have a key opportunity this November to uphold California’s 
single-use plastic bag ban, but need to watch out for dirty ballot 
tricks by the bag industry.

A mother sea otter tries to rescue her pup 
from a plastic bag in California.
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Bag bans work. 
•	 Large stores covered by Los Angeles County’s ban on plastic bags reduced overall single-use bag usage 

by 95%, which includes a 30% reduction in paper bag usage.6  
•	 San Jose reduced plastic bag litter by 89% in the storm drain system, 60% in the creeks and rivers, and 

59% in city streets and neighborhoods.7  
•	 151 jurisdictions in California have now banned single-use plastic bags and placed a fee on paper bags.8 

Plastic bags harm marine and human life. 
•	 At least 690 species are impacted by marine debris (mostly plastic); 10% of them had ingested micro-

plastics.9  
•	 Ingestion of plastic debris by seabirds, fish, and sea turtles has been widely documented. Ingestion can 

cause suffocation or starvation; wildlife can also get entangled in plastic debris.

California’s waterways are filling with plastic.
•	 In the Los Angeles area alone, 10 metric tons of plastic fragments — like grocery bags, straws and soda 

bottles — are carried into the Pacific Ocean every day.10  
•	 Nearly 4 million pieces of plastic flood the San Francisco Bay every day.11

•	 About 61% of street litter in the Bay Area is not captured or controlled by street sweeping and litter 
collection and ends up flowing into inland and coastal waters.12

Single-use plastic bags are a major part of the problem.
•	 Because they are lightweight, plastic bags can often become litter. Even when properly disposed of, they fly 

out of open garbage containers and landfills.13 
•	 According to the California Coastal Commission, plastic bags comprise 13.5% of shoreline litter. The City of 

Los Angeles found that plastic bags made up 25% of litter in storm drains.14 
•	 The average time of use of a disposable bag is 12 minutes.15

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
CFacebook.com/cleanwateractionCA  •  www.cleanwateraction.org/CA
350 Frank Ogawa Plaza, Suite 200, Oakland, CA 94612
Tel. (415) 369-9160  •  Email: cabagban@cleanwater.org 
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