Remembering Tony M azzocchi

by Dave Zwick

ast October, Clean Water Action —and al who care about asafer and morejust world —lost a close friend

and visonary partner to cancer. Tony Mazzocchi was aleader in the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers

Union (OCAW, which merged with the paperworkersin 1999 to form a union called PACE). Hewasone
of thefirst to cdl attention to the injustices of an industrial system that endangers workers' hedlth both on the job
and in the community. He believed — and acted effectively on the belief — that the path to solutions liesin building
dliances between workers, environmentdists and community residents to transform conditions that ultimatey
threatendl of humanity. Histireless advocacy over five decades spurred creation of the modernworkplace health
and safety movement, sparked environmenta groups' increased emphass on hedthharmfromtoxic chemicas, and
forged labor-environmenta partnerships that produced many of those movements most important victories.

Early on, Mazzocchi helped to expose the potentialy deadly impacts of the manufacture and testing of nuclear
weapons, and of the fledgling nuclear energy industry. He collected baby teeth from children of families with
workerswho belonged to hisLong Idand, New Y ork unionlocd for tesing by Dr. Barry Commoner. The andysis
reveded aarming accumulations of radioactive strontium 90 from atmospheric testing of nuclear wegpons. Later,
Mazzocchi hel ped whistle-blower Karen Silkwood tel her story of shocking nuclear industry indifferenceto hedlth
and safety concerns.

Mazzocchi was akey leader, along with Ralph Nader and others, in the campaign to create a federa workplace
safety agency, the Occupationa Safety and Health Adminigtration, withthe ambitious goa of creeting hazard-free
workplaces. He was aso a driving force in developing occupationd and environmental hedth as respected
scientific, medica and academic disciplines, and was committed to continuing educationfor union workers and for
other professonass active in these new fields.

His crusade againg “dead bodies’ epidemiology as the bass for action on environmental health harm — the
dominant paradigm by which a substance or practice must be shown to cause sicknessor death before preventive
steps can be taken—lad the foundationfor work to advance the precautionary principle as a more just aterndtive.
CWA and partners Alliancefor aHedthy Tomorrow codition in Massachusetts and their cutting edge campaign
to protect child hedth in Massachusetts by phasing out some of the worst toxic chemicals are direct descendants
of Mazzocchi’ svison for vibrant dliances working effectively for fundamental change.

Mazzocchi conceived and helped devel op the “right to know” and “right to act” concepts —that people exposed
to adangerous chemica have the right to know what the hazard is and how to protect themsdlves, and the right to
take preventive action. These rights are now partly codified in locd, state and federa laws (many passed with
CWA'shedlp) and are credited with bringing more reduction in toxic exposuresthandl other measures combined.
Mazzocchi aso pioneered the “judt trangtion” movement, which pushes for phase-out of toxic hazards and for
polluter-paid trangtions to a safer economy, including assistance and educetion for displaced workers.



