
NJ Environmental Federation Accomplishments 2006 

• Fighting to protect the state’s water 
supplies and endangered & threatened 
species by pushing the Corzine  
Administration to 1) increase protections 
for key waterways like the Ramapo,  
Musconetcong, Wallkill, and Toms Rivers;  
2) strengthen plans to ensure natural  

resources in the Highlands are protected and  
focused to the right places; 3) adopt strong critical 
habitat rules, and; 4) ensure water & sewer lines, 
septic systems and wells are properly planned.  

 

• Helped pass Ballot Question 2 which will  
provide millions of dollars a year for  
maintenance and capital improvements of our 
parks without raising taxes. 

 

• Worked in Coalition to introduce legislation, 
sponsored by Asm. McKeon (D-Essex) and 
Sens. Lance (R-Hunterdon) and Smith  
(D-Middlesex) to renew and strengthen the 
state’s open space acquisition program, 
which is on the brink of running out of money. 

 

• Successfully held the FY 07 budget of the NJ  
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) 
relatively harmless despite cuts in other critical  
programs; secured $9 million down payment on a 
$250 million backlog in critical parks projects and 
$12 million to go after the polluters that made 
the lower Passaic River a toxic dumping 
ground; and eliminated a water fee to fund sprawl 
instead of open space.   

 

• Co-led the only grassroots group in the 
country to win a public hearing (STROC) with 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
regarding the safety of the Oyster Creek Nuclear 
Power Plant and its re-licensing. 

 

• Assisted nine towns and one 
county in going “Pesticide Free” in 
t h e i r  p u b l i c  p ar k s  a n d  
playgrounds, creating safer places 
for our kids and pets to play. 
 

• Trained an additional 924 New Jersey School 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM)  
coordinators (now totaling 1500 plus) under the 
new School IPM law, which reduces and/or 
eliminates the use of harmful pesticides being 
used around school kids. 

 

• Won 7 out of 8 Congressional races endorsed 
by NJEF. Our canvass identified thousands of 
pro-environmental voters in key districts. 

 

• Defeated a rollback of protective regulations 
that would have lifted the 20 year ban on the 
aerial spraying of the controversial pesticide  
Dimilin across 6,000 acres of state forest in the 
Pinelands and 27,000 acres in 22 municipalities. 

 

• Strengthened weak eminent domain reform  
legislation and stalled it further to/until it  
adequately addresses compensation,  
displacement, bans pay to play, and ensures a net 
increase in affordable housing. 

 

• Co-coordinated the national Environmental 
Justice for All Tour designed to reveal the  
devastating impact of toxic contamination on 
people of color and poor communities across 
New Jersey and the nation. 

 

• Helped transform Irvington into a model urban 
community by implementing NJEF's Pesticide 
Free Zone, and Kids Clean Air Zone policies.  

 

• Released Diesel Hot Spots:  
A Snapshot of Newark, NJ—a 
report detailing the health impacts 
of diesel on Newark kids & seniors. 
Visit www.cleanwateraction.org/
njef/diesel.html to view the report. 
 

• Championed NJDEP’s proposed flood hazard 
rules to increase by 2-3 fold the buffers from  
development along all the state’s waterways. 

 

• Won clean water protections when the U.S. 
House voted by a 222-198 margin an  
amendment to prohibit the USEPA from  
implementing a 2003 policy directive from the 
Bush Administration. The aim was to effectively 
eliminate Clean Water Act protections for many 
streams, thousands of acres of wetlands, ponds 
and other waters around the country. 

 

• Helped defeat a bad federal drinking water  
amendment that would have exempt small  
public water systems from two important  
drinking water protections: the relatively new 
standards for arsenic & disinfection byproducts 
(trihalomethanes etc.). With just two days notice, 
we mobilized sign-on letters, individual  
constituent letters and calls in to U.S. Senators.  

 

• Reached over 180,000 households,  
generated over 32,000 new individual  
members, over 8,000  email alert subscribers, and 
over 10,000 handwritten letters, phone calls and 
telewires on water, sprawl and toxics issue 
through NJEF’s field and phone canvass. 


