
NJEF ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2001

T Vote Environment Committee (VEC) endorsed 49
legislative and gubernatorial candidates, 44 of whom
won and 12 of 13 who won extremely competitive
races in which VEC aggressively campaigned.

T Passed the Private Well Testing Bill, which requires
the testing and disclosure of private wells and
increases groundwater monitoring and cleanup.

T Pressured USEPA and NJDEP to set stricter heath
based standards for arsenic, magnesium, and radium
in drinking water.  

T Assisted Pemberton First, a local group, in delaying the
rezoning of 450-500 acres of farm land into high
density housing and a golf course in Pemberton. 
NJEF’s canvass conducted a residential survey
discovering that the majority of the residents opposed
the project which had great environmental impacts on
their community.

T Passed Integrated Pest Management (IPM) resolutions
in Perth Amboy, Elizabeth, and Irvington bringing the
total number of IPM policies/programs passed to date
to 86.  Concentration was on urban areas where
adverse health conditions of polluted air, water, traffic
congestion can be compounded by inappropriate
pesticide use.   

T Participated in press conferences with Congressmen
Holt and Andrews as well as representatives from
Cooper Pest Control to promote The School
Environment Protection Act (SEPA) which would
reduce pesticides in schools, provide right to know
information to parents before use, and require USEPA
to test effects of new pesticides. SEPA successfully
passed in the Senate but despite the efforts of NJEF’s
field canvass generating hundreds of letters to
representatives for support, the bill lost in the House by
one vote.

T Introduced (A-3694-Lance, Corodemus) (S-2464-
Mattheussen) legislation that incorporates 3 critical
pieces of the Defend NJ’s Waters platform.  This bill
would strengthen the classification of drinking water
sources giving them equal protections as trout streams
and slow sprawl to prevent further degradation. 

T Doubled our grassroots outreach with the opening of
our Bloomfield canvass and increased NJEF’s member
groups to 98.  Our field canvass was able to reach
70,000 households  generating over 13,000 new
individual members.  Through both the field and the
phone canvass, over 7,000 handwritten letters and
5,000 telegrams were sent to key officials on a variety
of water, sprawl, and toxics issues.

T Organized more than 2 dozen press conferences and
generated hundreds of tv, radio, and newspaper
stories on a variety of water, sprawl, and toxics issues.

T Congress passed an amendment to HR2620 that
would prevent EPA from spending any of its
appropriation on delaying or weakening its adopted
10ppb standard for arsenic in drinking water.

T Supported an amendment to restore the 10% cut in the
EPA’s enforcement program proposed by the
Bush/Whitman team restoring the DEP’s lab.

T (Prevented the passing of all the bad provisions to
Governor Whitman’s controversial water rules while.)

T Stopped after 2 years of hard work, the adoption of
Governor Whitman’s controversial (dirty) water rules
while successfully passing the only 1 provision of the
rules supported by environmental groups.

T Adopted Sub-chapter 8 of the Water Quality
Management Planning Rules requiring environmental
reviews for new homes using septic systems in
developments of 6 or more homes.  

T Staved off, working with other members of the Alliance
to End the Delaware Deepening, Congressman
Andrews and Senator Torricelli, the deepening of
Delaware River pending a GAO study due out in
Spring 2002. 

T Increased notification for mosquito spraying in Bergen,
Passaic, and Monmouth counties.  Overall, decreased
pesticide use for West Nile Virus mosquito control
through out the state by focusing on increased source
reduction and larvaciding.   

T Mobilized citizen support for improved DEP regulations
that upgrade training and licensing requirements for
pesticide applicators, require the use of least
hazardous pesticides and more effective public
notification for community spraying programs, and
prohibits false or misleading advertising of pesticide
products.  The regulations were formally adopted
November 19, 2001.


