
 

� One of the nation’s most hazardous 

pollutants is particulate matter 

(soot),  a principal component of 

diesel exhaust. 
 

 

 

� Children are especially affected by 
diesel emissions because their lungs 

are still developing. They breathe 
50% more air per pound of body 

weight than adults. Fine and  

ultrafine particles pose a significant 

health threat because they easily 

reach deep into the lungs and 

bloodstream, respectively. 
 

� According to the NJDEP, diesel  
exhaust worsens asthma, bronchitis 

and existing allergies and may  

contribute to lung cancer, heart  

disease and decreased lung  

function.  
 

� Given the harm caused by diesel  

related pollutants and the current 
availability of technologies to  

significantly reduce these air toxics, 

a coalition co-led by NJEF and CWF 

has been formed to fight for new 

diesel reduction policies & actions. 
 

New Jersey Environmental 
Federation (NJEF) 

 

& 
 

Clean Water Fund (CWF) 
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WHO IS NJEF & CWF? DIESEL POLLUTION HEALTH IMPACTS 

RESOURCES AND INFORMATION: 
 

Kim Gaddy, NJEF Environmental Justice 
Coordinator & North Jersey Organizer 

 973-744-3005 or kgaddy@cleanwater.org 
 

Kids Clean Air Zones report:  

www.cleanwateraction.org/njef/diesel.html 
 

 

National Clean Air Task Force report: 

www.catf.us/projects/diesel/dieselhealth/ 
 
 

NJDEP’s Diesel Website: 

www.stopthesoot.org 

NJEF, the NJ chapter of Clean Water Action, is 

a non-profit, action-oriented organization with 
nearly 100,000 individual members and over 

100 environmental, community, religious,  

labor and student member groups.  
 

CWF is a national 501(c)(3) grassroots  

nonprofit organization. CWF is the research, 

training and education partner of NJEF.   
 

NJEF and CWF work hand in hand to: 

• reduce the use, exposure and health  

impacts of toxic chemicals in our homes, 

workplace, community and schools, 

• ensure the safety of both drinking water 

and protect the natural areas from which 

it is drawn, and 

• improve the quality of life of NJ’s children 

by reducing diesel pollution, pesticides 

and toxic cleaning product use in 

schools, playgrounds, and parks.  
 

NJEF and CWF achieve these goals through 
education, training, advocacy and grassroots 

mobilization. In doing so, NJEF and CWF make 

democracy work in a manner that achieves 

environmental justice for all. 



A ccording to U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (USEPA) data, 

New Jersey faces the nation’s 2nd greatest 
cancer risk from diesel soot.  
 

The Garden state is also considered the 4th 
worst in the nation for other non-cancer 

impacts. From Hudson County to Cape 

May, soot levels were 1394 to 246 times (in 

1999) higher than what the USEPA advises. 
 

According to NJ Department 

of Environmental Protection 

( N J D E P )  e s t i m a t e s , 

approximately 1 out of every 
10 NJ students in grades K-12 

has asthma, resulting in more 

than 1/2 a million school 

days lost in one year alone. 

Urban kids fair much worse, 

with 1 in 4 being asthmatic. 
 

Asthma related emergency room  

visits in NJ typically rise 26% on “bad air 

days” which number 1 of every 3 days in 

the summer according to the NJ 

Department of Health & Human Services. 
 

 

Using USEPA’s own methods and Clean Air 

Task Force health damage estimates, the 

value of health impacts from diesel soot in 
New Jersey will be approximately  
$4.8 billion a year in 2010. Currently, 
asthma alone is estimated to account for 
12% of NJ’s managed health care costs. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 ♦ Typically, playgrounds, recreational 

areas, daycare centers and schools in 

urban and suburban areas are located 

on transportation corridors (road, rail, air 

and/or port) causing an elevated level 

of diesel soot pollution. For example, we 

recorded an average rate of 250-300 

trucks per hour (or 4-5/minute) at an 

outdoor pool in Ironbound of Newark.  

♦ Unlike other air emissions, diesel  

emissions are released at ground level 

close to people and where they 

breathe. 

DIESEL HOT SPOTS 

T he health impacts of diesel pollution in NJ 
illustrate the need to clean up the air around our 

neighborhoods & parks for the sake of our kids. That’s 
why we recommend the following steps be taken: 
 

� Establish "Kids' Clean Air Zones." Identify urban 
diesel “hot spots” where children are most present 

and active (i.e. schools, playgrounds, athletic 

fields, outdoor pools & recreational areas) & 

diesel pollution levels are high. Advance a suite of 

diesel reduction remedies that include: (1) diesel 

exhaust retrofits, (2) electrification of diesel 

vehicles & equipment where they congregate 

and/or are stationary for long periods of time,  

(3) truck rerouting, & (4) “no idling” enforcement. 
 

 

� Newark Port Diesel Reduction Program. 

Reduce diesel levels in and around the Port of 

Newark while still enabling the port & supporting 

operations such as warehousing & re-assembly to 

grow. Diesel reduction will be achieved through 

diesel retrofits for vehicles and equipment, 

enforcement of state’s “no idling” law, & 

strategies that partner regional transportation, 

economic development, community & grassroots 

leaders with an eye towards local job creation.  
 

 

� Monitor & ensure full implementation of 2005 
NJ Diesel Risk Reduction law and Mitigation Fund. 

Educate & assist municipalities in their efforts to 

reduce diesel emissions levels from their public 

fleets. Ensure the adoption of local “no idling” 

ordinances (3 minute limit) & enforcement 

protocols. Encourage communities, as well as 

school and commuter bus companies to 

inventory and retrofit their diesel fleet, making 

them eligible for 100% state reimbursement. Press 

the state to adopt an executive order that will 

require all diesel powered vehicles and 

equipment utilized as part of a public contract be 

retrofitted as a condition of being awarded a 

state contract.  

KIDS CLEAN AIR ZONES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recreational Areas 

 

 

 

 

 

School Buses 

♦ School buses pose an exceptionally high 

risk to children, particularly in suburban 

and rural communities where children 

may ride a school bus on an average of 

1 to 4 hours every day of the week.  

♦ Diesel fumes inside school buses can be 

as much as 10 times higher than outside 

the bus with levels higher in the front of 

the bus and during the winter months 

when the windows are shut.  

♦ Diesel exhaust creeps into schools  

during drop off and pick up, even 

though NJ law prohibits bus idling for 

more than 3 minutes. 
 

NEW JERSEY’S  
BIG DIRTY SECRET 


