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Protects All America’s Waters

On May 22, 2007, the Clean Water Restoration Act (H.R.
2421) wasintroduced in the House. When enacted, the law
will clarify that the origind intent of the Clean Water Act, passed
in1972, isto protect al of the nation’swaters. Clean Water
Actionisplaying aleading rolein the campaign, which hasal-
ready gathered 150 original cosponsorsof H.R. 2421.

Thecampaignisinresponseto specid interest effortsto“ inter-
pret” the Clean Water Act to apply only to some bodies of
water. Drinking water for over 110 millionAmericansisat risk.
20 million acresof wetlandsarein jeopardy. Thisisnot what
Congressintended or what the American peoplewant.

Wedepend on cleanwater for healthy familiesand strong econo-
mies. The Clean Water Act has protected America sstreams,
lakes, beaches, and wetlandsfrom run-away pollutionfor more
than 30 years.

Today, 60 percent of America’ swatersare considered “fish-
ableand swimmable.” Yet, 40 percent are still so polluted that
they areclassified aslegally “impaired” for at |east one use.
Now isthetimeto strengthen clean water safeguards, not weeken
them.

Weurgeyouto e-mail or writeyour Senateand Houserepre-
sentatives and ask them to co-sponsor and support the Clean
Water RestorationAct.

To send an e-mail visit Clean Water Action’s website at
WWW.Cleanwateraction.org or

Writeto:

U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Climate Change: The Time Is Now

Theleadership changethe United StatesHouseand
Senate has created adramatic shift toward sup-
port of action to address the crisis of climate
change. Clean Water Action is mobilizing
grassroots support for key components of mean-
ingful reductionsfor the United Statesin greenhouse
gasemissonsthtat are contributiing to globa warm-
ing. Failuretoact will likely mean greater risesin
sedllevel, alarger lossof habitat and species, more
intenseflooding, drought, and storms.

Inrecent years, Clean Water Action stopped Bush
Administration attemptsto weaken the Clean Air
Act throughtheso-called” Clear Skieslnitiative,”,
which, in spite of its name, would have madeit
easier for the energy industry to avoid reducing
emissionsat power plantsthroughout the nation.
Senator BarbaraBoxer, the new chair of the Sen-
ate Environment and Public Works Committee, not
only hasastrong enviromenta records, but replaces
Okalahoma Senator James|nhofe, who continues
to believethat global warming isahoax.

Ashearingsare held and the committees debate
which billsto advanceto thefloor, Clean Water
Action membersare contacting their Senatorsand
Congressional representativeto urgethemto sup-
port the strongest possi bl e climate change mea-
sures. Themeasuresinclude support for clean al-
ternativefuds, increased fud efficiency, and stron-
ger standardsfor greenhouse gasemissions.




Maryland

Annapolis Report

The 2007 session of the Maryland legislature resulted in two
victories, the Clean Carsand Stormwater Management Acts of
2007, and set the stage for more successin the coming year for
water advocates.

The Clean CarsAct of 2007 will reduce carbon emissionsfrom
automobilesin the state, asignificant addition to theHealthy Air
Act of 2006 inreducing Maryland’ sgreenhouse gasemissions
that are contributing to climate change. The Stormwater Man-
agement Act will havethe M aryland Department of Environment
setinplaceguiddinesthat will assist loca jurisdictionsin reduc-
ing street and other paved surface runoff contamination.

Two related billsfailed to pass, but will return next year: the
Green Fund and the Global Warming SolutionsAct (GWSA).
The Green Fund will dedicate apollution-related fee (for the
amount of pavement on adevelopment) to fund therestoration
of rivers, lakesand streamsthroughout Maryland, addressing
waterway-specific needs. The GWSA will implement anumber
of measuresto reduce” greenhousegas’ emissonsinMaryland
that are contributing tothegloba climatechangecriss.

Please urge your legislators and the Governor to support the
Green Fund and Globa Warming SolutionsAct during the com-

ingyear.

The ICC Sill Doesn’'t Make Sense

Governor Robert Ehrlich resurrected the | nter-County
Connector (ICC), awasteful project that would connect
1270 and 195, induce sprawl in the Washington metro-
politanregion andfail to relieve Beltway congestion, and
madeit the centerpiece of astatewidetransportation plan
that prioritizeshighway construction over masstrangt.

New Governor Martin O’ Malley also supportsthe | CC,
but withlessfervor. Advocatesof the environment and
supportersof sound transportation planning areurging
Governor O’ Malley toreview the CC inthe context of a
new statewidetransportation plan that should reflect the
Governor’s environmental commitment, and not his
predecessor’slack of thesame. WritetheGovernor. Urge
him to save money, reduce government waste and stop
thel CC.

New Leadership Provides Bay Protection

OnMay 23rd, Governor Martin O’ Maley and Comptrol-
ler Peter Franchot used their voteson theMaryland Board
of Public Worksto turn down awetlands permit applica-
tion for amammoth proposed devel opment to be built on
farmland on the Eastern Shore' senvironmentally sengitive
Queen Anne'sCounty. Thisvote by newly elected state
leadership provides further evidence that Clean Water
Action’s 2006 electoral work will reap the benefitsof in-
creased environmenta stewardship of Maryland’ swaters.

Inlate 2002, the devel opment deal was signed by county
commissionersAFTER they had been voted out in No-
vember dectionsof that year. Theincoming commission-
erswerethreatened with $3million dollarsinliability pen-
altieswhen they tried to undo the deal. Four years of
bullying by Four Seasons ended in another election, and
now anew set of commissioners are facing devel oper
threats.

Most of the current commissionerselected in 2006 have
indicated privately that they opposethe project, but have
beenthreatened if they say so publicly. Asfor theBoard
of Public Works, according to the Baltimore Sun, an “ at-
torney for the devel opers has argued that granting wet-
lands permitsisaroutine matter that should go through
becausethat’ swhat they dmost alwaysdo.”

Writeto Governor O’ Malley and thank himand theBoard
of PublicWorksfor properly reviewing and rgjecting ade-
velopment had received approva fromlocal officials, but
would have been bad for the state because of itsenviron-
mental impact. It wasalsojust to disallow aproject that
had beenlocally opposed for over four years. The Bay
will never recover if the state allowsthe bullying of local
officidsandignoresthe environmental impact of growthin
the state’'smost sensitive aress.

Write to:

Governor Martin O’ Malley
Officeof the Governor

100 State Circle

Annapolis, MD 21401-1925

Sate Senators Sate Delegates
Senate Office Bldg. House Office Bldg.
Annapolis, MD 21401 Annapolis, MD 21401



Delawar e

A Victory Over Landfill Expansion,
Now Support Clean Energy

Thanksto Clean Water Actionmembers and allies grassrootsopposition, House
Bill (HB)1, aproposal to expand the Cherry Idand landfill, was strickenfromthe
Delaware House floor without avote on May 10. HB 1 had passed out of the
House Energy and Committee by a6-3 vote, but had generated an outcry be-
causeit proposed to iminatetheban on yard waste at the Cherry Idand landfill.
Enactment of thebill would have been astep inthewrong direction.

The Delaware Public Service Commissionisweighing adecision on Delmarva
Power’ srequest for increasing energy production, including a600 megawatt off-
shorewindfarm proposal with agood dedl of support. Unfortunately, Governor
Minner still ssemsinclined tofavor aproposa for anintegrated gasification com-
bined cycle (IGCC) plant at Indian River, which would sustain dependence on
coal, despite the proposing company’slack of publicinformation ontheir pro-
posal. Write Governor Minner and your representatives and urge them to sup-
port cleaner, renewable energy over coal-based energy.

Governor RuthAnn Minner
William Penn Street

Tatnall Building, 2nd Floor
Dover, DE 19901

Writeto:

State Senators and Representatives
PO. Box 1401
Dover, DE 19903

Millions for Water Quality Improvement

The Virginialegidature to authorize bonds of up to $250 million for sewage
treatment improvementsthat will grestly reducetheamount of nutrient pollution
inVirginia'swaters. Addedtothe historic $281 million that wasappropriatedin
the 2006, grassroots pressure haswon over half abilliondollarsfor Virginia's
waterway’s.

Theédectionsof 2007 are underway, and Clean Water Actionwill becommuni-
cating withitsmembersthroughout the summer and fall to mobilizethestrongest
environmental voteever. Every Virginiastate House and Senate seat, and most
County seatsareup for grabsthisyear, and our staff istargeting priority cam-
paignsfor action. Watch for field and phone staff to be contacting you inthe
coming months, and please don’'t hesitate to contact usif youwant to helpre-
€elect and el ect strong water advocates at the stateand local level in 2007.

Tovolunteer, contact:
Cherry Dabney at 202-895-0420, x136

or email afellows@cleanwater.org
3

Clean Water Action is a national
citizens’ organization working for clean,
safe and affordable water, prevention of
health-threatening pollution, creation of

environmentally - safe jobs and busi-
nesses, and empowerment of people to
make democracy work. Clean Water

Action organizes strong grassroots
groups and coalitions, and campaigns

to elect environmental candidates and

to solve environmental and community
problems. This update was prepared for
our Chesapeake regional members (in

Delaware, Maryland, the District of

Columbia and Virginia) who contribute
at the sustaining level of $60 or more.

Chesapeake Regional Director:
Lynn Thorp

Program Director: Andrew Fellows

Field Canvass Directors:
Margo Corruzzi (Baltimore)
Matt Burchfield (Washington)

Phone Canvass Directors:
Ellen Bundrick (Washington)
Paul Durrett (Washington Assistant)

Canvass Supervisor: Meg Haenn
Program Assistant: Aaron Mintzes

Office Managers:
Emily Burchfield (Washington)
Tim Barnett (Baltimore)

Canvass Managers:

Jamie Chaney, Michael Giles, Marc
MacPherson, Andreas Macris, Aaron
Mintzes, Mariel Otter, Carla
Pappalardo, Alayna Spratley, Richard
Starostecki

Washington Office
4455 Connecticut Ave. NW Suite A300
Washington, DC 20008
Ph: 202.895.0420 Fax: 202.895.0438

dccwa@cleanwater.org

Baltimore Office
711 West 40th Street, Suite 209
Baltimore, MD 21211
Ph: 410.235.8808, Fax: 410.235.8816

baltcwa@cleanwater.org

www.CleanWaterAction.org
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District of Columbia

Election Victory Kicks off New Round of Action on Drinking Water

Clean Water Action membersbrought drinking water issuesand lead testing resultsin local schoolsinto the campaign for
Muriel Bowser, who won the campaign to replace Mayor Adrian Fenty asWard 4 Council representative. Bowser won
Clean Water Action’sendorsement in part because of her support of a“top to bottom review” of thejob the District of
ColumbiaWater and Sewer Authority (WASA) and theArmy Corpsof Engineersdoin delivering clean, safe, and afford-
abledrinking water to District residents.

Bowser will now sit on the Public Worksand the Environment Committee, which overseesWASA, along with Chairman
Jm Graham (Ward 1), Mary Cheh (Ward 3), YvetteAlexander (Ward 7), and Kwame Brown (At-Large). Writethem
and the Mayor and call for re-testing of drinking water fountainsin the District’s public school sthat usesthe national
protocol established by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, not the mid eading 45 minute pre-flush that
significantly reduced theamount of lead found in earlier tests. Also, continuethe cal for acomprehensivereview of the
Digtrict’sdrinking water, includingits protection, treatment and distribution.

Weneed public hedthto bethepriority inaddressing local drinking water issues. Washington DC can and should havea
world-classdrinking water system.

Writeto: Mayor Adrian Fenty and CouncilmembersJim Graham, Mary Cheh, Muriel Bowser,
YvetteAlexander, and KwameBrown
JohnA. WilsonBuilding
1350 PennsylvaniaAve., NW
Washington, DC 20004



