
Through its partnership with Earth 
Share New Jersey (ESNJ), Clean 
Water Fund (CWF) is currently  
looking for employers across the 
state interested in expanding their 
green ñbenefitsò programs without 
incurring additional expenses.  

 
 

How Can You Help? Put us in touch with your  

employer or HR department. We can start an ESNJ  
campaign in your workplace that provides employees with 
the option to donate to CWF and other environmental  
organizations directly through payroll deduction.  

 
 

Why Workplace Giving? It is a great, effective 

and easy way to support environmental action at CWF. 
If your employer offers a payroll deduction program, 
you can elect to donate a percentage or a flat dollar 
amount from each paycheck and designate that 
amount to CWF. A $25 donation every other week 
could add up to an annual $650 donation. CWF will  
also receive an additional financial award from ESNJ 
for each new workplace giving partner.  
 

Who is CWF? CWF is a founding member of ESNJ, 

a federation of local, national, and international  
environmental organizations that work tirelessly to 
make our world a healthier place, free from the dangers 
of neglect, sprawl and pollution. CWF is an  
independent 501(c)(3) organization which conducts 
environmental research, education and organizing  
programs, in collaboration with NJEF. Visit 
www.cleanwaterfund.org 
 

Interested? Please contact Amy Goldsmith,  

CWF State Director and Board Member of ESNJ at  
732-280-0370 or agoldsmith@cleanwater.org.  
 
 

Thereôs just one environment  
and one simple way to care for it. ® 

 

www.earthsharenj.org  
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EJ Activists Growing in Newark  

NJEF and Clean  
W ater  Fund in  
partnership with Quest 
Ink! Inc. launched the 
first class of our Urban 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Institute (UEI). Fifteen 
enthusiastic Newark  
r e s i d e n t s  ( a g e s  
1 9 - 3 5 )  f r o m  
throughout the city are 
finishing an 8 week 
Saturday course (April 
to June) on how to 

become an environmental justice (EJ) activist. The goal is to 
develop an articulate critical mass of Newark organizers who can 
raise EJ issues in various forums and organize in ways that 
makes government work for them. 
 

The students are gaining knowledge of the EJ issues that 
most affect them, critical thinking and visioning skills, as well 
as how to create neighborhood ñtoxic mapsò, report polluters, 
design and conduct a grassroots campaign, use the media, 
make presentations, and door to door canvassing. They had 
the opportunity to meet well known activists like Lois Gibbs, 
mother of the toxics movement that started at Love Canal, 
NJDEP Commissioner, Director of the NJ Attorney Generalôs  
Environmental Crime Unit, and officials of the City Council and 
Mayor. Seed funding for the UEI came from the Ford  
Foundation, Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Fund for NJ and  
Schumann Fund for NJ. 
 

Whatôs next? We are planning to host a week-long summer 
academy for Newark residents (ages 16-21). This is possible 
in part with the support of the Andy Cappon Community  
Action Project.   
 

For more information : Contact Kim Gaddy, NJEF  

EJ Organizer at kgaddy@cleanwater.org or 973-744-3005. 

UEI Committed to Making a  

Difference in Newark 

 

Make a Difference! Sign up for NJEF email activist network at: www.cleanwateraction.org/njef 
Receive bi-monthly email alerts on important environmental issues and actions! 
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Despite the passage of visionary environmental laws in New 
Jersey, such as Pinelands, Safe Drinking Water, Right to 
Know, Superfund and Wetlands, or more recently Open 
Space, Clean Car, Highlands, Global Warming, and Clean 
Water laws, we find ourselves on the brink of disaster. 
  

Open space continues to be gobbled up by sprawl; drinking 
water is increasingly polluted, scarce, and more expensive; and 
our energy production is unhealthy, unsafe and a key  
contributor to global warming. And yet Governor Corzine and 
the State Legislature are considering unprecedented  
weakening of existing protections and failing to advance much 
needed stronger protections. Listed below are just the top 7! 
 

1. �7�K�H�� �³�3�H�U�P�L�W�� �(�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�� �$�F�W�´�² introduced by State Senator 
Sarlo (D-Bergen) and Assemblyman Greenwald (D-Camden) 
in late May, hoping for quick passage in Juneðwould extend 
all developersô state and local permits and approvals for up to 
9 years, even those that expired more than 2 years ago. If 
allowed, developers can avoid improved environmental  
protections, public health standards, building codes or local 
zoning. This is the latest albeit most serious effort since  
ñFast Trackò by special interests to gut environmental laws. 
Under the guise of reversing NJôs economic down turn, they 
are trying to pin the stateôs lack of affordable housing on  
environmental protections when the true culprits are greedy 
developers and corporate bankers. Unfortunately, these views 
have the support from too many in the Corzine Administration 
and State House. 

2. �&�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �1�-�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
(NJDEP) budget by 12.5% and eliminate 2-300 jobs. On 
top of the Governor Whitman budget cuts (33%) and 
staff lay offs (25%) to the NJDEP over a decade ago; 
500 additional jobs have been lost in the past 5 years. 
These additional proposed cuts would undermine the 
NJDEPôs ability to protect the environment. The only 
bright note is that we might have beaten back Corzineôs 
plan to close 9 state parks and portions of 3 other parks, 
but how this is going to be paid for is unclear and may 
be problematic. 

3. A bankrupt Garden State Preservation Trust (GSPT): 
Governor Corzine and the state legislative leadership 
currently have no plan to prevent the GSPT, the stateôs 
open space, historic and farmland preservation program, 
from going bankrupt effectively this year. 

One Step Forward, One Giant Leap Back  

4. �7�K�H�� �&�R�U�]�L�Q�H�� �$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G�� �(�Q�H�U�J�\�� �0�D�V�W�H�U��
Plan (EMP) is unhealthy, unsafe, and doesnôt do enough to 
address global warming.  It does not rely heavily enough on 
clean renewables and energy efficiency. It promotes the 
construction of a new nuclear power plant. It proposes to 
keep the nationôs oldest nuke, Oyster Creek (located across 
from Barnegat Bay), and all of the dirtiest fossil fuel plants 
online. This plan goes the wrong way towards implementing 
the 2007 Global Warming Response Act. 

5. Slow and weak implementation of the 2004 Highlands Act. 
These failures threaten the water supply for more than 
half of New Jersey. 

6. Governor Corzine has also failed to implement much of the 
clean water agenda he campaigned with. What has been 
adopted are riddled with loopholes. He recently adopted only 
2/3 of the waterways he had previously proposed with great 
fanfare. In May, he made it much harder to increase protections 
for key waterways throughout the state. 

7. The State Legislature is currently considering long 
�R�Y�H�U�G�X�H���U�H�I�R�U�P�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���V�L�W�H���U�H�P�H�G�L�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V. 
It is unclear if the reforms will be much more than window 
dressing. In some cases, the proposals actually could 
prove quite dangerous. e.g., privatize clean-ups by giving 
NJDEP ñauthorityò to private consultants contracted, and 
answering to polluters. 

 

Fortunately, we still have time . The Permit Extension and 
site remediation bills have not yet passed. Key votes are  
expected in the Highlands in June and July. The budget isnôt 
due until the end of June. Public hearings on the EMP will 
occur in July, etc. There are better choices available. For  
example, the economy, affordable housing, and the  
environment donôt have to be zero sum. We can and need to 
make better choices of where and what to build. 
 

Rather than cutting core NJDEP programs, we could restore and 
expand them if polluters paid the true costs of their pollution ï e.g., a 
$150 surcharge on the heaviest, most luxurious, least fuel efficient 
passenger vehicles could raise up to $350 million per year. Closing 
corporate loopholes, making polluters pay for their wrongdoing, not 
funding sprawl, and strengthening the stateôs ethics and elections 
laws are some of the many additional better choices. 

ACT NOW ! Contact the Governor and your legislators, attend public 
hearings, write letters to the editor, get others to do the same. NJEF 
can help you be heard.  For details, go to www.cleanwateraction/njef or 
contact Jenny Vickers, NJEFôs Communications Coordinator, at  
732-280-8988 or jvickers@cleanwater.org. 


