


SUSTAINABLE JERSEY™ is a 

certification program for municipalities in 

New Jersey that want to go green, 

control costs and save money, and take 

steps to sustain their quality of life over 

the long term.

Sustainable Jersey encompasses issues 

such as global warming, pollution, 

biodiversity, land use air and water 

quality, equity, buying local, local living 

economies, and sustainable agriculture.

www.sustainablejersey.com

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY™

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/


Preserving our Quality of Life for Us
and Future Generations

Sustainability 

addresses the

interconnected

realms of

Society, 

Environment, and

Economy… 

…to promote lifestyles that are 

Healthy, Just, and Efficient.



The NJ League of Municipalities’ Mayors’ Committee for a 
Green Future officially announced this exciting new 

initiative at the 93rd Annual Conference November 2008. 

The program began registering municipalities 
in February 2009 and 

as of March 2010 267 municipalities have registered



Sustainable Jersey: 
Participating Communities

Screenshot from www.sustainablejersey.com, May 19, 2009

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/


The College of        

New Jersey

Sustainable Jersey™ Partners

And many others…



Sustainable Jersey:
Three Part Program

• Identify actions that define 

what communities must 

achieve;

• Provide tools and guidance 
to enable communities to make 

progress; and 

• Link or create incentives for 

municipalities that are making 

progress toward the actions.



Who Created the Actions?

To create rigorous and broadly 

accepted standards we 

convened a Sustainable 

Communities Working Group



Sustainable Communities 
Working Group

• Over 150 leaders from:

– academia

– the non-profit sector

– the business community, and

– state, local, and county government

• Organized 16 Taskforces to identify best 

practices in their topic area

• Identified top actions

• Taskforces will be updating and creating the 

3rd round of actions, tools, and incentives



Sustainable Communities 
Working Group

Participants Included
• NJ Board of Public Utilities, Office of Clean Energy

• New Jersey Future

• US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2

• New Jersey Natural Gas/New Jersey Resources

• New Jersey Environmental Federation

• New Jersey Public Advocates Office

• Environment New Jersey

• Farliegh Dickson University

• Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions

• Public Service Electric and Gas

• Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

• Atlantic County Utilities Authority

• Plan Smart New Jersey

• NJ Department of Community Affairs, Office of Smart Growth

• Middlesex, Mercer, and Somerset Counties

• Isles Inc.

• NJ Dept of Agricluture

• New Jersey Chapter of the American Planning Association

• Somerset County Business Partnership- new High Performance 
Building resources

• Dozens of municipal officials from all over New Jersey



Policy Alignment with 
Partner Organizations 

• Anti-Idling: NJ Environmental Federation

• Lead: NJ Public Advocates Office

• Green Building: RCGB, Somerset 
Partnership

• Energy Audits: NJBPU

• Natural Resource Inventory: Assoc NJ 
Environmental Commissions

• Land Use: New Jersey Future

• Walking and Wellness: Mayor’s Wellness 
Campaign, NJ DOH

• Energy Star: USEPA

• Recycling and Waste, Water and Resource 
Protection Ordinances: NJDEP



Sustainable Jersey Grants
Funded by Wal-Mart

• Four $25,000 grants

• Ten $10,000 grants

• Eligible to municipalities that register 

with Sustainable Jersey

• Eligible activities are those that score 

points toward the Sustainable Jersey 

Certification



Incentive$

• Sustainable Jersey Grants Funded by 

Wal-Mart

• Priority in NJBPU Municipal Energy 

Audit Program

• NJDEP Regional Greenhouse Gas 

Grants provided 10 point bonus 

• NJBPU –Community Partners linking 

cash rewards for scoring points

• The Sustainable Jersey Certification 

(being the best)



Actions

Actions are the concrete steps 

municipalities can take to 

become more green and 

sustainable. 

Actions include:

• Ordinances

• Programs

• Policies and procedures

• Facilities



Tools and Guidance

• Each “action” comes with a 

detailed tool and step by step 

“how to” directions

• Access to Sustainable Jersey 

Workshops, Trainings, and 

Resource Center

• Training sessions showcase 

successful municipalities

• Provide multiple benefits-CEU’s



Sustainable Jersey Bronze

• Municipality Has Completed First 

Significant Steps

• Requires 150 Total Points

• Mandatory Green Team

• 2/6 Priority Actions

• Actions Must Be Completed in 6 

of 16 Categories



Sustainable Jersey Silver

• Municipality is Making Significant 

Progress and is a Statewide 

Leader

• Requires 350 Total Points

• Mandatory Green Team

• 3/6 Priority Actions

• Actions Must Be Completed in 8 

of 16 Categories



Register with SUSTAINABLE JERSEY™

1.Pass a municipal resolution stating your 

intent to seek Sustainable Jersey Certification 

and designating an entity to be in charge of the 

process. (Sample resolution provided.)

2.Select a municipal point of contact person 

and have them register with pertinent contact 

info.

3. Identify Actions that may be implemented

and need for  training. This does not commit 

the municipality to these Actions! 

www.sustainablejersey.com

How Does a Municipality become 

Sustainable Jersey Certified™?

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/


Explore the 

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY™ Actions















2010 Progress

• 267 Registered Municipalities

• 47 Applications for Certification

• 34 Certified Municipalities

• Dozens of Workshops and Seminars

• 14 Wal-Mart Funded Grant Projects

• Numerous Leveraged State Grant 

Programs



Other New Additions

• On-Line Community Profiles for 

Certified Municipalities

• Searchable Map

• Lists Registered and Certified

• Search for Municipalities 

Implementing Specific Actions

• Search in Specific Areas

• View certified actions documents



Sustainable Jersey Sponsors



Questions…

Thank you

Donna Drewes, PP/AICP

Municipal Land Use Center at 

The College of New Jersey

drewes@tcnj.edu




